
ARTICLE 500 - SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS  

Section 501 SIGN REGULATIONS  

501.1 Purpose  

The purpose of this Section shall be to coordinate 

the type, placement, and physical dimensions of 

signs within the different land-use zones; to 

recognize the commercial communication 

requirements of all sectors of the business 

community; to encourage the innovative use of 

design; to promote both renovation and proper 

maintenance; to allow for special circumstances; 

and to guarantee equal treatment under the law 

through accurate record keeping and consistent 

enforcement. These shall be accomplished by 

regulation of the display, erection, use and 

maintenance of signs. The use of signs is 

regulated according to zone. The placement and 

physical dimensions of signs are regulated 

primarily by type and length of street frontage. 

No sign shall be permitted as an accessory use 

except in accordance with the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

501.2 Scope  

This Section shall not relate to building design. 

Nor shall the Ordinance regulate official traffic 

or government signs; the copy and message of 

signs; window displays; product dispensers and 

point of purchase displays; scoreboards on 

athletic fields; flags of any nation, government, 

or noncommercial organization; gravestones; 

religious symbols; commemorative plaques; the 

display of street numbers; or 'any display or 

construction not defined herein as a sign. 

Thus, the primary intent of this Ordinance shall be 

to regulate signs of a commercial nature. 

501.3 General Intent  

It shall hereafter be unlawful for any person to 

erect, place, or maintain a sign in the Borough 

except in accordance with the provisions of this 

Section. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the 

owner of property on which a sign is located is 

presumed to be the owner of the sign unless 

facts to the contrary are officially recorded or 

otherwise brought to the attention of the 

Building Official. 
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501.4 Signs Prohibited  

The following types of signs are prohibited in 

all districts: 

(a) Abandoned signs 

(b) Animated signs 

(c) Banners, pennants, festoons, searchlights 

(except as allowed in Sec. 501.10) 

(d) Flashing signs 

(e) Signs imitating or resembling official 

traffic or government signs or signals 

(f) Snipe signs or signs attached to trees, 

telephone poles, public benches, 

streetlights, or placed on any public 

property or public right-of-way 

(g) Signs placed on vehicles or trailers which 

are parked or located for the primary purpose 

of displaying said sign (This does not apply 

to allowed portable signs or to signs or 

lettering on buses, taxis, or vehicles 

operating during the normal course of 

business) 

(h) Off-premise signs 

(i) Painted wall signs 

(j) Rotating signs 

501.5 Permits Required 

Unless otherwise provided by this Section, all 

signs shall require permits and payment of 

required fees. No permit is required for the 

maintenance of a sign. 

501.6 Signs Not Requiring Permits  

The following types of signs are exempted from 

permit requirements but must be in conformance 

with all other requirements of this Ordinance: 

 

Signs used by churches, synagogues, or 

civic organizations 

Construction signs of 12 square feet or 

less 

Directional/Information signs of 2 square 

feet or less 

Nameplates of 2 square feet or less 

Political signs 

Public signs or notices, or any sign relating 

to an emergency 
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(g) Real estate signs of 6 square feet or less 

(h) Window signs 

(i) incidental signs 

501.7 Maintenance  

All signs shall be properly maintained. Exposed 

surfaces shall be clean and painted if paint is 

required. Defective parts shall be replaced. The 

Building Official shall have the right to order 

the repair or removal of any sign which is 

defective, damaged, or substantially 

deteriorated. 

501.8 Lighting  

Unless otherwise specified by this Section, all signs 

may be illuminated. However: 

) No artificial light or reflecting device 

shall be used as a part of a sign where 

such light or device interferes with, 

competes for attention with, or may be 

mistaken for, a traffic signal; 

(b) Flood lighting shall be arranged so that 

the source of light is not visible from 

any point off the lot and that only the 

sign is directly illuminated thereby; 

(c) Flashing, moving, or oscillating lights are 

expressly prohibited; 

(d) No revolving beacon light shall be 

permitted. 

501.9 Changeable Copy 

Unless otherwise specified by this Section, any sign 

herein allowed may use automatic or manual 

changeable copy. Changeable copy signs shall be 

permitted only to advertise on-site goods and 

services. 
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501.10 Signs Permitted In All Zones  

The following signs are allowed in all zones: 

(a) All signs not requiring permits. 

(b) One construction sign for each street frontage of a 

construction project, not to exceed 12 square feet in 

sign area in residential zones or 12 square feet in 

sign area in all other zones. Such signs may be 

erected one day prior to beginning of construction 

and shall be removed one day following completion of 

construction. 

(c) One non illuminated real estate sign per lot or premises, 

not to exceed 6 square feet in sign area. Such signs must 

be removed one day following sale, rental, or lease. 

(d) One attached nameplate per occupancy, not to exceed 2 

square feet in sign area. 

(e) One directional/information sign per lot, not to 

exceed 2 square feet in sign area or 

2-1/2 feet in height. . 

(f) Temporary special events sign(s) and decoration per 

premises as allowed by the Building Official for 

special events, grand openings, or holidays. Such 

signs and decorations may be erected 10 days prior to 

a special event or holiday and shall be removed one 

day following the event or holiday. For grand 

openings such signs may be used for no more than 10 

days. 

501.11 Signs Permitted In Residential Zones  

Signs are allowed as follows in residential zones: 

(a) All signs as permitted in Sec. 501.6. 

(b) Two subdivision identification sign(s) per neighborhood, 

subdivision, or development, not to exceed 32 square feet 

in sign area. 

(c) One identification sign per apartment or condominium 

complex, not to exceed 32 square feet in sign area. 

(d) For permitted nonresidential uses, including churches 

and synagogues, one freestanding sign, not to exceed 

32 square feet in sign area, and one wall sign not to 

exceed 32 square feet in sign area. 

(e) All allowed freestanding signs shall have a maximum 

height limit of 2-1/2 feet and shall have a setback 

of 2 feet from any public right-of-way. 
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Signs are allowed as follows in commercial and 

industrial zones: 

(a) All signs as permitted in Sec. 501.10 and 

501.11. 

(b) One (1) freestanding sign per premises, 

not to exceed two (2) square feet in sign 

area for each linear foot of building 

frontage up to a maximum of 60 square 

feet. Such signs shall not exceed a height 

of 35 feet. 

(c) One (1) wall sign per occupancy, not to 
exceed two (2) square feet in sign area for 

each linear foot of that occupancy's 

building frontage up to a maximum of 60 

square feet. 

(d) One (1) roof sign per premises, not to 
exceed two (2) square feet in sign area 

for each linear foot of building frontage 

up to a maximum of 60 square feet. 

(e) One (1) awning sign per occupancy not to 
exceed 25 percent of the surface area of an 
awning, or one (1) marquee sign, not to 

exceed one (1) square foot in sign area for 

each linear foot of marquee front and side. 

(f) One (1) under-canopy sign per occupancy, 
not to exceed three (3) square feet in 

sign area. 

(g) Incidental signs not to exceed one (1) 
square foot in aggregate sign area per 

occupancy. 

(h) One (1) portable sign per lot, not to 
exceed 18 square feet in sign area or four 
(4) feet in height. Such signs may be 

displayed four (4) times per year for 

periods not to exceed four (4) weeks. 

(i) The aggregate total area of all signs on 
each premises (i.e., parcel/lot) shall 

not exceed two (2) square feet per linear 

foot of building frontage. 

Special regulations and allowances for commercial and 

industrial zones are as follows: 

(j) Where an occupancy has more than one main 
street frontage one (1) additional wall 

sign and zero (0) additional freestanding 

signs are allowed on the additional 

frontage, not to exceed the size limitations 

of other allowed wall and freestanding 

signs. 

501.12 Signs Permitted in Commercial and Industrial Zones  
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(k) Every part of all freestanding, 

projecting, awning, marquee, and under-

canopy signs shall have a minimum setback 

of two (2) feet from any vehicular public 

right-of-way, and a minimum clearance of 

13-1/2 feet over any vehicular use area 

and seven (7) feet over any pedestrian 

use area. 

(1) If more than one principal use (tenant, 

etc.) is located on one lot, then the 

aggregate total area of all signs on 

the lot shall not exceed two (2) square 

feet per linear foot of lot frontage. 

 501.13 Determination of Legal Nonconformity  

(See Section 602.1) 

 501.14 Loss of Legal Nonconforming Status  

(See Section 602.2) 

 501.15 Maintenance and Repair of Nonconforming Signs  

(See Section 602.3) 

 501.16 Compliance With Building and Electrical Codes  

All signs shall be constructed and inspected in 

accordance with the requirements of the Borough 

Building Code and Electrical Code. 

501.17 Building Official  

The Building Official is authorized to process 

applications for permits and enforce and carry 

out all provisions of this code, both in letter 
and in spirit. The Building Official is 
authorized to promulgate regulations and 

procedures consistent with this function. 

The Building Official is empowered, upon 

presentation of proper credentials, to enter or 

inspect any building, structure, or premises in 
the Borough for the purpose of inspection of a 

sign and its structural and electrical 

connections to ensure compliance with all 

applicable codes and ordinances. Such 

inspections shall be carried out during business 

hours unless an emergency exists. 
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501.18 Application for Permits  

Application for a permit for the erection, 

alteration, or relocation of a sign shall be 

made to the Building Official upon a form 

provided by the Building Official and shall 

include the following information: 

(a) Name and address of the owner of the sign. 

(b) Street address or location of the property 

on which the sign is to be located, along 

with the name and address of the property 

owner. 

(c) The type of sign or sign structure as 

defined in this Ordinance. 

(d) A site plan showing the proposed location 

of the sign along with the locations and 

square footage areas of all existing signs 

on the same premises. 

(e) Specifications and scale drawings showing 

the materials, design, dimensions, 

structural supports, and electrical 

components of the proposed sign. 

501,19 Permit Fees  

All applications for permits filed with the 

Building Official shall be accompanied by a 

payment of the permit fee for each sign according 

to the adopted fee schedule. 

501.20 Issuance and Denial  

The Building Official shall issue a permit for 

the erection, alteration, or relocation of a sign 

within 10 days of receipt of a valid application, 

provided that the sign complies with all 

applicable laws and regulations of the Borough. 

In all applications, where a matter of 

interpretation arises, the more specific 

definition or higher standard shall prevail. 

When a permit is denied by the Building Official, 

he shall give a written notice to the applicant 

along with a brief statement of the reasons for 

denial. The Building Official may suspend or 

revoke an issued permit for any false statement 

or misrepresentation of fact in the application. 
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APPLICATION FOR BUILDING AND ZONINU 

DATE APPLICATION RECEIVED: _________________________________  

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: _____________________________________________________________________  

LOT & BLOCK. OR PARCEL NUMBER.: ______________________________________     

APPLICANT NAME: ______________________________________________________________________  

OWNER NAM: _____________________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY: _____________________________________  STATE: _______________  

( _________  

 ZONING  APPROVED  DENIED (FOR MUNICIPAI, USE ONLY) 

BY: ______________________________________________________________________________  DATE: _______________________  

REASON(S) FOR DENLAL: _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
PROPOSED USE OF BLDG/STRUCTURE: _______________________________________________________________________  

DESCRIPTION OF CONSTRUCTION: __________________________________________________________________________  

TOTAL SQ. FT. OF CONS T:  ____________________________ ESTIMATED COST OF CONST: _________________________  

ARCHITTECT/ENG-INEER. NAME: __________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

CITY: _____________________________________  STATE:  ____________________ ZIP: _____________________  

PHONE: ( _____ )  _________________________  

BUILDER NAME: 

DBA: ________  

ADDRESS: 

CITY; STATE:  ____________________ZIP: __________________  

PHONE: ( _____ ) 

APPLICATION   APPROVED  DENIED (FOR BOROUGH USE ONLY) 

BY: DATE: 

PERMIT FEE: 

PERMET 

REASONS) FOR DENLAL: 

Try ABOVE INFORMATION [S TRUE AND CORRECT, I HEREBY AGREE THAT ALL APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE BOROUGH CODES 

SHALL BE COLD WITH, AS WELL AS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MUNICIPAL SEWER AND WATER AUTHORITY WHETHER 

SPECIFIEDOR NOT. 

APPLICANT/AGENT SIGNATURE PRINT NAME DATE 



PERMIT AGREEMENT 

THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY 

In consideration of the issuance by Castle Shannon Borough of a building or grading permit to the 

undersigned Applicant, the Applicant acknowledges that, in reviewing plans and specifications, in 

issuing permits, and in inspecting work of the Applicant, employees of the Borough are only 

performing their duties to require compliance with the minimum requirements of the applicable 

Ordinances of the Borough pursuant to the police power of the Borough, and are not warranting to 

the Applicant or to any third party the quality or adequacy of the design, engineering or work of the 

Applicant. Applicant further acknowledges that it will not be possible for the Borough to review 

every aspect of Applicant's design and engineering or to inspect every aspect of 

Applicant's work. Accordingly, neither the Borough nor any of its elected or appointed officials 

or employees shall have any liability to the Applicant for defects or shortcomings in such design, 

engineering or work, even if it is alleged that such defects or shortcomings should have been 

discovered during the Borough's review or inspection_ 

Furthermore, the Applicant agrees to defend, hold harmless and indemnify the Borough, its 

elected and appointed officials and. employees from and against any and all claims, demands, 

actions and causes of action of any one or more third parties arising out of or relating to the 

Borough's review or inspection of the Applicant's design; engineering or work or issuance of a 

permit or permits., or arising out of or relating to the design, engineering or work done by 

Applicant pursuant to such permit or permits. All references in this Agreement to Applicant's 

employees, agents, independent contractors, subcontractors of any other persons or entities 

performing work pursuant to the issuance of the building or grading permit by the Borough. 

Applicant Signature/Owner 

Building Permit No. /Job Location 

Date Permit Issued/Type of Work 

Grading Permit No. 

Date Permit Issued 

THIS SIGNED FORM IS TO BE RETURNED TO THE BOROUGH OFFICE FOR RECORD 


