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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
March 9, 2020 

 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; N. Kovach; J. Maloney; B. Oates; M. 
Randazzo; D. Swisher; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley.  Council Member R. Astor was absent.  The 
following appointed officials were present: T. Hartswick, Borough Manager; K. Truver, Police Chief; 
P. Vietmeier, Codes Official; D. Biondo, Solicitor. 
 
The minutes of the February 24, 2020 Council Meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo motioned to 
approve the minutes; Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Heckmann opened the public comment section for agenda items.  Being none, the public comment 
section was closed. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley reported February collections of $358,264.10.   
 
Council Committee Reports: 
 
Public Relations/Communications – Mr. Heckmann discussed the Coronavirus.  Allegheny County 
will be hosting a meeting with public safety and municipal officials on March 10th.  Update-to-date 
information from the Center for Disease Control is shared on the borough’s website.  Mr. Heckmann 
urged residents to follow best practices to prevent spread of the virus, i.e. washing hands, social 
distancing, cover coughs and sneezes, and disinfect your homes and cars. 
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Oates reported that the Public Works crew received the 
new IBAK sewer van and camera system.  Training is scheduled for March 17th & 18th.  One additional 
day will be scheduled for the software training. 
 
 A new front-end loader is in transit. 
 
Improvements to Terrace Drive at Hamilton Park have started. 
 
Ms. Kovach noted the deteriorating condition of the borough gym and suggested repurposing the room 
to a community meeting room.  Sport activity groups have damaged the ceiling tiles.  Mr. Heckmann 
noted that the room has uneven heat distribution and a lack of air conditioning which would be an 
impediment to rental uses; however, he agreed with Ms. Kovach that it is an underutilized asset.   
 
Ms. Kovach also noted that the carpeting in council chambers needs replaced. 
 
Public Safety – Chief Truver stated the Emergency Management Agency meeting is at 10:00 a.m. 
with the Department of Emergency Services.  Allegheny County Health Department will be the lead 
agency having jurisdiction over illnesses.  Allegheny County Department of Emergency Services is the 
lead agency for county assets. 
 
Chief Truver noted that a PennDot contractor will be working on Castle Shannon Boulevard at the end 
of the month.   
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Finance – Mr. Swisher noted that the Medical Rescue Team South invoice was included in the check 
register for March 6th. He had no further questions.  
 
Community Activities/Planning & Codes – Mr. Heckmann introduced Krista Mosher, the newly 
hired Keystone Community Coordinator.  Ms. Mosher reported that an Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled 
for April 4th from noon to 3:00 p.m. 
 
The initial meeting was held for Community Day 2020.  Entertainment will be provided by the School 
of Rock, Identity Crisis, House of Soul, and The Stickers. 
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo announced that there are two vacancies on the library’s board of directors. 
 
The census hiring event is on-going. 
 
Ms. Randazzo thanked the public works department for repainting the children’s area at the library. 
 
New computers will be delivered in May. 
 
Friends of the Library Book Sale will be held this week from Thursday to Saturday. 
 
MRTSA – The borough received its annual billing invoice which is based on usage and includes a 
capital contribution.  Quality of service and responsiveness to calls continues to be strong. 
 
ACBA – Ms. Kovach attended the first quarterly board meeting which was hosted by Greentree 
Borough. 
 
Manager’s Report:  Mr. Hartswick reported that six firms responded to the Streetscape Request for 
Qualifications to prepare a streetscape plan.  Council will appoint a committee to review the proposals. 
 
Castle Shannon was proud to receive the ALOM Banner Community Designation for the seventh year. 
 
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Baumgarten reported that Officer Majors and our K-9 Dixon responded to a 
search for a missing 10-year-old girl.  The girl was safely located. 
 
The Public Employer Labor Relations Advisory Service (PELRAS) conference will be held in State 
College next week.  Mayor Baumgarten, Mark Heckmann, Kenneth Truver and Thomas Hartswick 
will attend. 
 
Public Comment:  Mr. Heckmann opened the public comment.  Being none, the public comment 
section was closed. 
 
Other:  Mr. Maloney offered the assistance of CSYA with gym renovation plans. 
 
Ms. Kovach described the need for donations to continue to replace banners for the Shannon Heroes 
Banner Program. 
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Mr. Heckmann noted that the borough is seeking applications for the 2020 Summer Recreation 
Director for the six-week program at Hamilton Park. 
 
Council will recess to executive session to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
Mr. Swisher motioned to adjourn; Mr. Oates seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 13th day of April 2020. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Thomas C. Hartswick     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     President 


