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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
March 8, 2021 

 
The March 8, 2021 meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held as a virtual meeting 
using Zoom Meeting technology in compliance with the disaster emergency proclamation of the 
Governor of Pennsylvania related to the coronavirus pandemic, including the closure of non-essential 
businesses, stay-at-home order and social distancing directives. 
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; M. Randazzo; R. Astor; N. Kovach; J. 
Maloney; B. Oates; D. Swisher; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley.  The following appointed officials were 
present: K. Truver, Police Chief; D. Biondo, Solicitor; A. Lyda, Junior Council Representative; L. 
Miller, Acting Manager.  Codes Official P. Vietmeier was absent. 
 
The minutes of the February 22, 2021 Council Meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo motioned to 
approve the minutes; Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment:  No comments were received on agenda items. 
 
Bid Openings:  Ms. Kovach motioned to award the 2021 Road Improvement Program bid to the 
lowest responsible bidder, A. Liberoni Inc. for Base Bid of $310,614.62 and Add Alternate No. 1 of 
$19,056.30; Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley reported February collections of $294,614.79.  Additional 
assessments received in January and February bring total collections to $296,572.22. 
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications – Mr. Heckmann summarized the grant activities for the borough.  
DCNR has provided two grants for Hamilton Park:  1) Terrace Drive stabilization and the upper trail 
was repaved; and 2) lower trail repaving.  In addition, we have received a planning grant from DCNR 
for assessing assets and providing future improvements for six borough parks.   
 
The borough has received approval from PennDOT for a $2 million streetscape improvement grant for 
the downtown area.  This grant was initiated by the Castle Shannon Revitalization Corporation.  The 
project is in the engineering design phase, and final design specifications will be provided for public 
feedback.  A Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program grant has been approved for a second section 
of the streetscape.  The scope is being determined, and the appropriate borough match has been 
secured.     
 
Mr. Heckmann shared the above referenced projects at State Representative Dan Miller’s Annual 
Economic Development Roundtable. 
 
Castle Shannon Borough has continued to be recognized as a designated banner community through 
the Allegheny League of Municipalities.   
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The borough has created advertising to promote local businesses in the recovery area of the Castle 
Shannon Volunteer Fire Department COVID vaccine distribution center. 
 
Krista Mosher will be compiling articles for the spring newsletter. 
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney reported that the public works department has 
been repairing catch basins and televising sewer lines.   
 
Leaf cleanup at Hamilton Park is scheduled for this week.  Public Works also plans to paint the 
pavilions at the parks.   
 
The employees will continue with pothole patching and crack sealing.   
 
Mr. Maloney invited council to participate in a jetting demonstration with public works at 8:30 a.m. on 
March 16th. 
 
Ms. Kovach noted a great deal of dog waste along local sidewalks in the downtown area.  Ms. 
Randazzo agreed that dog waste and litter are a concern.  Council will discuss appropriate signage with 
public works.  Ms. Kovach will prepare an article for the newsletter. 
 
Public Safety – Mr. Astor discussed activities at the Castle Shannon Volunteer Fire Department.  The 
Allegheny County COVID inoculation center continues to provide vaccines.  Mr. Heckmann added 
that it was a great effort by the fire department and their leadership to balance the commitments they 
had into the summer months and accommodating the public health crisis.  Thank you to all.  
 
Future budget projections are being reviewed.  The CSVFD members are looking forward to the return 
of fundraising activities. Training is continuing and ongoing for all active firefighters.   
 
Chief Truver discussed the recent Chase debit card mail scam and encouraged victims of identity theft 
to report the incident to the police department via the online reporting tool or by phone at 412-885-
9300. 
 
Mr. Swisher thanked the Mayor, police department and public works department for posting the turkey 
sign on Hoodridge Drive.   
 
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the check registers for February 26th and March 5th and had no 
further questions.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Ms. Kovach stated that the CSRC is discussing a plan 
to host outdoor street events for June, July and August with appropriate social distancing. 
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo reported that the library board met March 4th.  Ms. Myrah presented the 
board with information regarding opening procedures and services from other libraries.  The board 
approved opening the library for browsing appointments starting Monday, March 15th.  Social 
distancing will continue with appropriate sanitation procedures.  Public announcement for 
appointments will be March 29th.   
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Virtual programming for children is scheduled through May, and the adult virtual book discussion 
program continues.   
 
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann thanked MRTSA for providing support at the CSVFD vaccine clinic. 
 
SHACOG – Mr. Oates reported that the SHACOG Board of Directors will meet March 18th. 
 
ACBA – Ms. Kovach attended the quarterly board meeting on March 4th.  ACBA members are against 
the creation of a citizens’ review board, and members were urged to contact their county council 
representative.   
 
Allegheny County Council has also proposed that every business regardless of size provide paid sick 
leave to employees.  This is not feasible for some smaller businesses. 
 
The annual ALOM conference will be held June 17—20 at Seven Springs.  COVID restrictions will be 
observed.   
 
Ms. Kovach noted that the Allegheny County municipalities are happy with the earned income tax 
system in place.  The Pennsylvania Department of Revenue has not pursued taking over EIT 
collections. 
 
A local use of radar bill for police departments is being re-introduced. 
 
Manager:  Ms. Randazzo motioned to authorize the appropriate officials to execute a shut off 
agreement with Pennsylvania American Water Company; Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion 
carried. 
 
MS4:  Staff continues to meet with the borough engineers on a pollution reduction plan project. 
 
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Baumgarten commented that amendments to the radar bill change the 
legislation, and he maintains a glimmer of hope that the bill will pass. 
 
Junior Council Member:  Ms. Lyda was happy to report that option 1 students at the middle school 
and high school have returned to in-school classes four days a week.  The elementary schools will start 
this schedule next week. 
 
Public Comment:  Annie Shaw, 528 Glen Shannon Drive – asked for an update on the urban 
agriculture ordinance.  Mr. Heckmann stated that the ordinance was provided to the county, and they 
provided recommendations which will be reviewed by the planning commission this month.  The 
planning commission meeting for February was cancelled due to inclement weather. 
 
Other:  Mr. Astor stated that the Allegheny County Southwest Tax Collection District committee met 
last week.  Castle Shannon Borough now has a member on the board.  There will be no assessment to 
the communities within the tax collection committee for 2021.  Mr. Heckmann thanked Mr. Astor for 
serving on this board. 
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Mr. Heckmann stated that council continues to monitor the COVID relief package going through 
Congress.  Council is hopeful that neighbors are able to make use of whatever passes to improve their 
health and their family’s well-being.  
 
Council will recess to executive session to discuss a legal matter. 
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn; Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 22nd day of March 2021. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Loretta J. Miller     Mark J. Heckmann 
Acting Manager     President 


