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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
November 8, 2021 

 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; M. Randazzo; R. Astor; N. Kovach; 
J. Maloney; D. Swisher; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley. The following appointed officials were 
present: D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Stringent, Borough Manager. Police 
Chief K. Truver, Council Member B. Oates and Junior Council Representative A. Lyda were 
absent. Shannon Russo, Court Reporter, was present to take detailed minutes of the conditional 
use hearing. 
 
The minutes of the October 25, 2021 Council Meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo motioned to 
approve the minutes; Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Public Comment – Agenda items: No comments were received. 
 
Bid Openings:  Ms. Stringent presented the results of the SHACOG 2021 Fall Commodities bid 
opening. Mr. Maloney motioned to approve the bids. Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion 
carried. 
 
Public Hearings:  Mr. Heckmann opened the continued conditional use hearing for the WetGo 
proposed on Route 88. This hearing is for the conditional use only and not for the development 
plan. Ms. Russo swore in the members of the public to speak. Mr. Bill Sittig, counsel for Giant 
Eagle, stated a full presentation was previously made to council and the planning commission. Mr. 
Sitting added that some third-party criteria compliance is required, such as the Highway 
Occupancy Permit (HOP). Mr. Sitting requested that council vote to approve the conditional use 
application subject to the third-party approvals. The preliminary final land development plan will 
be presented at a later meeting. 
 
Mr. Biondo reviewed with Mr. Vietmeier and Ms. Stringent the status of the project and advised 
that borough council is ready to move to approve the following motion:  To grant the conditional 
use request of Giant Eagle to use the property located at 3107 Library Road for a WetGo car wash 
subject to the following:   
 

1. Compliance with all applicable requirements of the borough zoning and building codes and 
regulations, including but not limited to §503.28 of the borough zoning ordinance as 
applicable to a motor vehicle laundry/car wash, and also including, but not limited to, the 
borough’s a) zoning ordinance, b) grading and excavation requirements, c) subdivision and 
land development ordinance, and d) stormwater management ordinance and any of the 
third-party requirements, such as the HOP.  

2. Compliance with all provisions, representations and submissions of the applicant as set 
forth in the conditional use application dated August 23, 2021. 

3. Compliance with all statements and representations of the applicant set forth on the record 
during the hearings held on September 20, 2021 before the Castle Shannon Borough 
Planning Commission and on September 27, 2021, October 25, 2021, and November 8, 
2021 before the Castle Shannon Borough Council. 
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Mr. Heckmann invited members of the public to comment. Mr. Swisher questioned the number of 
vehicles that could enter the site before reaching the pay station. Mr. Sitting answered seven.  
 
Adam Williams, Killarney Drive – asked what third-party approvals are required. Mr. Sittig 
answered the Conservation District. There are erosion and sedimentation controls during 
construction as well as controls on-site for stormwater management and earth management. There 
will be retaining wall and core sampling.  Any movement of the wall would require engineering 
approval. The Highway Occupancy Permit would require PennDOT approval. Tap allocations 
require approval by the authority for water and sewage.  
  
Mr. Heckmann requested final comments by the public. Being none, the public hearing was closed. 
Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the conditional use subject to the aforementioned conditions 
outlined by the borough solicitor. Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that additional steps will be forthcoming for council action. Mr. Biondo 
advised that a subdivision and land development plan was submitted to the planning commission, 
and minutes from the planning commission hearing should be prepared prior to the next council 
meeting. Mr. Sittig added that a separate signage package will be presented to the zoning hearing 
board. Mr. Biondo questioned if a variance will be requested for the signage package. Mr. Sittig 
answered that they will be reviewing the signage ordinance requirements to determine if 
modifications are necessary to come into compliance. A formal application will be forthcoming. 
 
Mr. Chuck Stewart, Real Estate Manager for Giant Eagle, added that in addition to the preliminary 
final development plan, the preliminary final consolidation plan will be presented at the next 
council meeting.  
 
Civil Service Commission:  Mr. Heckmann welcomed Alexa Siweckyj as a new hire to the police 
department. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley reported October collections of $10,268.24 which 
brings the year-to-date total to $3,757,160.29. Delinquent notices for unpaid real estate taxes will 
be sent this month.  
 
Council Committee Reports: 
 
Public Relations/Communications – Mr. Heckmann thanked everyone who exercised their civic 
duty to vote on election day. In remembrance of Veterans Day, Mr. Heckmann thanked all veterans 
for their service.  
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney reported that the leaf vacuum will be back in 
operation next week. Robinson Pipe continues to work on the sewer line on Orr Drive. The crack 
sealing machine has been unreliable; however, public works will try to make it operational later in 
the week. The public works trucks have been prepared for winter maintenance; except, one truck 
had spreader issues.  
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Public Safety/Fire: Mr. Astor noted that Alexa Siweckyj started as probationary police officer 
today. The police department is in good position relating to manpower.   
 
Mr. Heckmann thanked members of the Castle Shannon Volunteer Fire Department for meeting 
with borough officials to discuss their financial position and strategic plan. 
 
Finance:  Mr. Swisher reviewed check registers for October 15th and October 22nd and had no 
further questions. Mr. Swisher questioned expenses for public works tire purchases on the October 
29th and November 5th check registers and suggested creating a vehicle rotation schedule tracking 
tire purchases for the police and public works departments. Ms. Stringent agreed with Mr. Swisher 
and responded that she plans to be more proactive in tracking these kinds of expenditures.        
 
Mr. Heckmann noted a letter from ALCOSAN in the agenda listing a five-year rate increase of 7% 
for each year beginning January 1, 2022. The PAWC water bill lists two usage sewer charges - 
one for ALCOSAN and one municipality charge. Generally, municipalities raise their rate as the 
ALCOSAN rate increases.  Council agrees that this is already a fee that is onerous for families to 
absorb. The cost to mitigate many sewer issues such a sewer line and manhole repairs are born by 
the borough and required by the Administrative Consent Order; however, the municipality portion 
of the sewer rate will not increase in 2022.  Mr. Swisher regretfully motioned to accept the 2022 
ALCOSAN rate increase; Mr. Astor grudgingly seconded; all in favor; motion carried.  
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo reported that the library board will be meeting December 2nd with two 
new trustees.  
 
A Red Robin fundraiser is planned for November 29th from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. with 20% of food 
sales being donated to the library.  
 
Breakfast with Santa will be held December 4th at 10 a.m. Anyone interested in being Santa should 
contact the library. COVID protocols will be in place. 
 
Ms. Randazzo thanked Mr. Heckmann and Ms. Stringent for working with Ms. Myrah on 
preparing the 2022 budget 
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann announced Jeff Kelly joined the MRTSA team on November 2nd as the 
new executive director. This is the last of the key hires for the organization. The hierarchy consists 
of an operation chief, an executive director, three lieutenants, and one administrative staff member 
in addition to the field staff. Mr. Swisher added that it has been a long, arduous process to fill 
staffing.  
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that Mr. Swisher will be reappointed for a five-year term to the MRTSA 
Board of Directors at the next council meeting.  
 
Associations:   
 

SHACOG – Ms. Stringent will attend the SHACOG Administrative Advisory meeting this 
Wednesday. 
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ALOM/ACBA – Mr. Swisher attended the Allegheny County & Western Pennsylvania 
Association of Township Commissioners and attended a session on new manager hiring. 
 

Manager’s Report:  Ms. Stringent presented highlights of the 2022 proposed budget which will 
be advertised on November 11th for council adoption on November 22nd. Copies of the budget will 
be available at the municipal center and library and posted digitally on the borough website. There 
is no borough tax increase or municipal sewage fee increase projected. The budget includes 
expenditures for the addition of two new personnel – one for the public works department and one 
for the planning and codes department.  
 
The borough received American Rescue Plan Act funds of $429,000 this year and will receive an 
additional $429,000 in 2022. These funds are recorded in the sanitary sewer fund and will be used 
to complete several sanitary and storm water projects. There is a considerable amount of sewer 
work to be completed next year.  
 
Although a parks plan bond refinancing is not part of this budget, Mr. Heckmann stated that council 
has been working diligently to create a reinvestment strategy for our parks, library, and other items 
such as wayfinding signage.  Council is entertaining bond proposals and will enter into due 
diligence soon to enact that process. The borough has a high bond rating, and the goal is to remain 
in the current budgeted debt service.  
 
Ms. Stringent presented the PRC Glass Recycling Agreement and Memorandum of Understanding 
to install permanent glass recycling bin at the fire department parking lot. Due to the fact that glass 
has been removed from eligible curbside recycling, and many residents travel to other communities 
to recycle their glass, council would like to have that amenity available locally for our residents. 
Since Dormont Borough was the recipient of a regionalized glass recycling grant program, the 
borough plans to pursue working as part of the regionalized effort to have some of the pick-ups 
covered by grant funding. Mr. Heckmann thanked the fire department for allowing the borough to 
use their parking lot for this amenity. Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the agreement with the 
PRC. Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Ms. Stringent presented a change order for the Killarney Drive Inlet Additions project to adjust 
the contract amount based on the measurements of final in-place quantities and work completed. 
Ms. Randazzo motioned to approve the change order for $2,025.40. Ms. Kovach seconded; all in 
favor; motion carried. 
 
Ms. Stringent also presented a change order for the 2019 Operation and Maintenance Repair 
Program – Connor Road/South McCully Road to adjust the contract for temporary water service 
of six residences along South McCully Road. Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the change order 
for $5,243.55. Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Mayor: Mayor Baumgarten stated that Alexa Siweckyj will be ceremoniously sworn in at the 
November 22nd council meeting. 
 
Mayor Baumgarten also extended his congratulations to Ms. O’Malley, Mr. Heckmann, Mr. 
Maloney, Mr. Astor, and Mr. Swisher on their re-election.   
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Public Comment Period – Linda Sanko, Poplar Avenue – stated that dead trees are falling onto 
her property from a neighboring vacant property. The borough demolished the house on the 
property due to blighted conditions. Ms. Sanko presented photographs of dead trees and dangerous 
limbs.  She stated that six months ago a tree fell and took out their electric line.  
 
Mayor Baumgarten believes that if the situation were deemed an emergency, the borough could 
remediate the problem and lien the property. Although removal of trees is not a borough function, 
the public works department has done grass cutting on vacant properties and placed liens on 
properties.  
 
A discussion was held regarding delinquent taxes on the property. Mr. Heckmann stated that the 
borough will use our resources to attempt to find and contact the property owner. Mr. Heckmann 
questioned how many trees are at risk. Ms. Sanko answered three, including one that would hit the 
center of their home if it fell. Another one would hit her privacy fence and porch. Mr. Vietmeier 
and Ms. Stringent have visited the property and will work together to contact the property owner 
and respond to Ms. Sanko by the end of the week.  
 
Other Business – Ms. O’Malley requested that the timer on the municipal center parking lot lights 
be adjusted to come on earlier. 
 
Following the council meeting, council will adjourn to executive session to discuss a legal matter.  
 
Ms. Randazzo motioned to adjourn; Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor, motion carried 
 
Approved as presented this 22nd day of November 2021. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     President 
 
 
 


