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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
December 13, 2021 

 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; M. Randazzo; R. Astor; N. Kovach; 
J. Maloney; B. Oates; D. Baumgarten. Council Member D. Swisher joined remotely. Tax Collector 
E. O’Malley was absent.  The following appointed officials were present: D. Biondo, Solicitor; K. 
Truver, Police Chief; P. Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Stringent, Borough Manager.  
 
The minutes of the November 22, 2021 Council Meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo motioned 
to approve the minutes; Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Public Comment – Agenda items: No comments were received. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  The agenda contained the November 2021 report showing collections 
of $20,054.54.  Year to date collections totaled $3,777,214.83. 
 
Council Committee Reports: 
 
Public Relations/Communications – Mr. Heckmann thanked the public for participating in the 
Six Parks Master Plan public forum in October.  The engineers are revising the plan to incorporate 
some of the feedback.  The parks committee will be meeting to review the draft with revisions.  
Another public forum will be planned to review the revised plan next spring.   
 
Mr. Heckmann encouraged residents to be mindful of changes in COVID protocol in light of the 
new variant.  Council will attempt to keep meeting in person; however, if it is necessary to return 
to virtual meetings, accommodations will be made in the interest of safety. Visitors to the borough 
building are required to wear masks. 
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney reported that the leaf collection program has 
been concluded for this year.  The public works crew will be completing interior painting at the 
municipal center in the next few weeks, and they are anxiously awaiting receipt of the new sewer 
truck in 2022. 
 
Public Safety/Fire – Mr. Astor reported that a dinner and retirement ceremony is planned for 
retiring Fire Chief Bill Reffner on Friday, December 17th.  Bill Reffner, Jr. was elected as fire chief 
and will be starting on January 1st.  Council is confident that he will provide good leadership for 
the CSVFD going forward.   
 
Council continues to grow their engagement with the fire department and looks forward to many 
projects in 2022. 
 
Finance - Mr. Swisher reviewed check registers for November 23rd, December 3rd and December 
10th and had no further questions.  Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the check registers. Mr. Astor 
seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
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Community Activities/Planning & Codes – Ms. Kovach noted that Krista Mosher is gauging 
interest in an Arts & Wine Walk in the downtown area.  Castle Shannon Revitalization Corporation 
previously considered this event; however, due to the non-walkability of the area and the insurance 
liability, the event did not occur.  Mr. Swisher asked if Chief Truver had any suggestions for this 
event.  Mr. Heckmann noted that this event is very early in its conception, and no event would 
occur without Chief Truver’s endorsement. 
 
Ms. Kovach noted that a few vape shops are considering opening in the borough.  Mr. Vietmeier 
stated that Keystone Vape has requested a meeting with the planning commission to open in 3613 
Library Road.       
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo stated that the library board met December 9th.  New board members 
Diane Fabry and Jennifer Shushnar attended.   Ms. Randazzo thanked Ms. Stringent and Mr. 
Heckmann for attending as special guests.   
 
Part-time staff member Maureen Durkin will be resigning effective December 28th.  She will be 
missed. 
 
The library is finalizing a library card initiative in conjunction with Keystone Oaks School District 
and the Castle Shannon, Dormont and Green Tree libraries to assist school age children with 
obtaining a library card.  A Memorandum of Understanding is being prepared for next year. 
 
MRTSA – Ms. Stringent will be meeting with Executive Director Jeff Kelly.  MRTSA will soon 
be receiving several new ambulances with an updated logo thanks to the employee’s input. 
 
Associations:   
 

SHACOG – Mr. Oates noted that the board does not meet in December and will reconvene in      
January. 
ALOM/ACBA – Ms. Kovach reported that the annual meeting was held December 2nd and was 
well attended.  The next general meeting will be held in February.  Mr. Astor and council 
congratulated Ms. Kovach on her reappointment to the board of directors. 

 
Manager’s Report:  Ms. Stringent presented a service order authorization from Lennon, Smith, 
Souleret Engineering for design and construction phase services for a sanitary sewer relocation on 
Lindenwood Drive.  Mr. Astor motioned to approve the SOA.  Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in 
favor; motion carried. 
 
Ms. Stringent also presented Change Order #2 for the 2019 Operation and Maintenance Repair 
Program (Connor Road and South McCully Road) to provide a 30-day time extension for the scope 
of work associated with temporary water service coordination.  Mr. Swisher motioned to approve 
the change order.  Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Heckmann noted Chief Truver’s Labor Agreement is listed as an agenda item.  Ms. Kovach 
motioned to table this action until a final draft is prepared and submitted to council.  Mr. Astor 
seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
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Mayor: Mayor Baumgarten commended Officer Justin Majors for his actions in providing medical 
assistance to the victim of a stabbing assault, thereby mitigating the potential for a life-threatening 
outcome.   
 
Mayor Baumgarten discussed his conversation with a resident on Poplar Avenue regarding 
overhanging branches from a neighboring tree.  Ms. Stringent has also been in contact with the 
resident multiple times.  Mayor Baumgarten noted that a resident has the right to cut overhanging 
branches from a neighboring property.  Ms. Kovach questioned what action the borough has taken 
and what action does the resident want.  Mayor Baumgarten answered that the resident wants the 
borough to cut the tree down.  Mr. Heckmann added that the borough has furnished the resident 
with a bid to indicate a proposed cost.  In addition, contact information for the neighbor with the 
tree was shared.  If other concerns arise that are in the public domain, the borough should be 
contacted immediately; however, as this is private property, the borough cannot assume liability.   
 
Public Comment Period – Being none, the public comment section was closed. 
 
Other Business – Ms. Kovach noted that the wayfinding design logo will again be shared with 
the public for their input in February/March of 2022.    
 
Mayor Baumgarten congratulated Mt. Lebanon on winning the Pennsylvania Interscholastic 
Athletic Association Class 6 State Championship.   
 
Mr. Heckmann wished everyone a safe holiday and asked for patience and understanding with 
public works, police, ambulance, and fire department crews when dealing with severe winter 
storms.   
 
Mr. Swisher motioned to adjourn; Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 10th day of January 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     President 
 
 
 


