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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
January 24, 2022 

 
The January 24, 2022, meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held in a hybrid format 
both virtually utilizing Zoom Meeting technology, due to an increase in cases related to the 
coronavirus pandemic, and in person. 
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; M. Randazzo (via Zoom Technology); R. 
Astor; J. Maloney; B. Oates; D. Swisher; N. Kovach; E. O’Malley.  Mayor D. Baumgarten was absent.  
The following appointed officials were present: K. Truver, Police Chief; D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. 
Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Stringent, Borough Manager. L. Miller, Assistant Manager was absent.  
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that the public is invited to participate via Zoom in both the first and second public 
comment period due to the rise in COVID cases.  
 
The minutes of the January 10, 2022, Council Meeting were presented. Mr. Swisher motioned to approve 
the minutes. Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley noted that she sent a memo to Ms. Stringent requesting 
exoneration for the 2021 real estate taxes, along with the 2021 delinquent list. Ms. O’Malley requested 
a motion for delinquent tax exoneration for 2021. Ms. Randazzo motioned to exonerate the delinquent 
tax list for 2021. Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion carried.  
 
Ms. O’Malley further noted that the new tax software has been downloaded for 2022. Bills will be 
prepared within the week.  
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications: Mr. Heckmann stated that Community Day will return for 2022. 
Ms. Stringent will oversee the event for 2022. Mr. Heckmann asked that Ms. Stringent discuss an 
upcoming Borough program.  
 
Ms. Stringent discussed the upcoming Creative Crawl event scheduled for Friday, February 25, 2022, 
in the downtown business district.  
 
Mr. Heckmann discussed a social page posted to buy a coffee for the Public Works Department as they 
clear the roadways during major snow events. The concept of the social page was to honor the 
employees for their diligent work during long hours. The campaign generated over $350 dollars 
towards the department. The fund will be used for lunches and coffee cards to use locally.  
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Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney noted that at this time Public Works personnel 
are focused on winter weather response as snow continues to accumulate. Mr. Maloney further noted 
that the Borough has received a note from PennDOT District 11 thanking us for our assistance with 
snow and ice removal on state roadways.  
 
Mr. Maloney stated that the new sewer truck has arrived.  
 
Mr. Maloney thanked the Public Works Department for their hard work during this winter season.  
 
Public Safety/Fire – Mr. Astor reported that the fire company has provided call volume detail for 
2021, which he will be submitting to the Borough for the record. In addition, the fire company has 
recently updated their software for emergency reporting, which will afford the Borough monthly call 
volume data for the record.  
 
Mr. Astor stated that the President of the Fire Company and the new Fire Chief were in attendance.  
 
President Sutton approached the podium stating that it is a tradition that the President of the Fire 
Company introduce Borough Council to the new Fire Chief when elected. With a brief introduction, 
President Sutton introduced the new Castle Shannon Volunteer Fire Company Chief, Mr. Bill Reffner, 
Jr. 
 
Chief Reffner approached the podium and read brief remarks regarding his time in Castle Shannon and 
his dedication to the community. Chief Reffner also provided an update on current membership.  
 
Chief Truver presented information regarding two new utility functions added to the police department 
website:  the traffic incident mapping tool and the incident/crime mapping tool. Chief Truver also 
discussed the addition of the warrant service functionality, noting that since the tool has become active 
three arrests have been made. Chief Truver concluded by noting that Columbia Gas will be starting 
work on Castle Shannon Blvd. between Poplar and Route 88 on Monday, January 31, 2022.   
 
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the January 14, 2022 and the January 21, 2022 check registers and 
had no further questions.   
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the January expenditures.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion 
carried. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Mr. Heckmann stated that other than the events 
previously discussed, there was nothing further.  
 
Mr. Vietmeier stated that at the conclusion of any snow fall, residents are required to shovel their 
sidewalks within twelve (12) hours.  
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo stated that the Library Board met on January 13, 2022. The Board Vice 
President served as the President during the meeting. The meeting was a shorter meeting although 
there was a report from the Children’s Librarian providing a summary of the children’s programming. 
Due to the increase in COVID cases, upcoming children’s programming will be online until at least the 
beginning of February.  
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Craft kits for children are available at the library and may be picked up without prior registration.  
 
The Library Director is currently working on hiring a few part-time library pages. Four applications 
have been received.  
 
A 2022 winter reading challenge is currently taking place. Families can work together to achieve 
bingo. The details of the bingo are available on the library website. The bingo will take place until 
February 28, 2022.  
 
A Primanti’s fundraiser will take place on February 10, 2022, from 4:00 – 8:00 pm.  
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann encouraged residents to become members, further noting that the new 
ambulances have arrived and are extremely well equipped. Three new ambulances will arrive in total.  
 
Associations –  
 
     SHACOG – Mr. Oates attended the January 20th board meeting. 
     ACBA – The annual banquet will be held February 5th. 
 
Manager’s Report: Ms. Stringent introduced Ordinance #929 - a Debt Ordinance Under the Local 
Government Unit Debt Act. Ms. Stringent discussed the terms of the debt issuance and the taxable 
portion of the existing debt.  
 
Ms. Stringent then yielded her time to Mr. Heckmann to discuss the projects supported by the bond 
issuance to include the improvements outlined in the Parks Plus Master Plan and Borough Wayfinding 
Signage. Mr. Heckmann noted the exercise of good financial management over the last several years 
allowing for the issuance of new bond financing. The debt ordinance is the Borough’s first step in 
diligence for the financing, indicating to the public that the Borough is contemplating a bond issuance. 
While the ordinance reflects an issuance in excess of 12 million dollars due to regulations, the final 
issuance will be no more than 10 million dollars. The ordinance as considered by Council has been 
duly advertised in advance of the meeting. The ordinance does not obligate the Borough to enter into 
bond financing.  
 
Mr. Heckmann then opened the public hearing, first noting that questions and comments will be 
received from Borough Council and then the hearing would be opened to the public. There being no 
questions from Borough Council, Mr. Heckmann opened the hearing to the public. There being no 
questions or comments from the public, Mr. Heckmann moved to close the public hearing.  
 
Solicitor Biondo stated for the record that the Ordinance was properly advertised.  The matter appears 
on the agenda, and it is appropriate for Council to act on this matter.  
 
Ms. Stringent then conducted a roll call vote regarding Ordinance 929 - a Debt Ordinance Under the 
Local Government Unity Debt Act. All members of council voted in the affirmative. The ordinance 
passed unanimously.   
 
Ms. Stringent noted that notification has been received from Mt. Lebanon regarding the upcoming deer 
culling program. Deer culling will take place from February 1, 2022, through March 31, 2022, to 
include the Mt. Lebanon Golf Course. Parks will remain open although signs will be posted.  



4 
 

 
MS4:  Mr. Heckmann stated that ALCOSAN has the intent to raise rates in successive years. As an 
ALCOSAN board member, Mr. Heckmann wanted to note that municipalities are actively considering 
selling their systems to private entities such as PA American Water, which may result in the loss of the 
ability to work collaboratively with ALCOSAN to manage rate increases, schedule maintenance, and 
ultimately have a say in the state of the operation.  
 
Mr. Astor stated that under the current operation ALCOSAN is subjecting its users to rate increases. Mr. 
Astor questioned if the sale of these facilities to these private entities would continue to fall under the 
auspices of the PUC, therefore further monitoring rate increases.  
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that there are efforts underway to negate the oversight of the PUC. Mr. Heckmann 
further noted that it is the responsibility of council to be aware of these potential changes and sale of 
these types of assets.  
 
Mr. Astor noted that the current ALCOSAN price increases are of great concern to residents.  
 
Mr. Heckmann concluded by stating that council will continue to advocate for the slowing of rate 
increases and noted that with the rate increases come the Growing Greener grant funds which have 
allowed the Borough to complete several significant sewage improvements.  
 
Solicitors Report:  Mr. Biondo stated that the Developer’s Agreement for the WetGo development is 
currently under review by Borough administration.  
 
Ms. Kovach inquired as to the status of the manhole placement in the driveway at Ellison Place. Mr. 
Biondo responded that nothing further has happened since council last met. Mr. Biondo stated that the 
Borough is not a party to the complaint at this time.  
 
Public Comment:  No public comment was received.  The public comment portion was closed. 
 
Other:  Mr. Maloney stated that spring CSYA signups are now open for softball and baseball at 
castleshannonsports.com. Ms. Kovach questioned the tree issue at the Stanko residence to which Mr. 
Vietmeier responded that there was no further action for the Borough. Mr. Swisher requested a blank 
copy of the Statement of Financial Interest form for completion.  
 
Mr. Heckmann acknowledged the passing of the wife of former council member Mr. Tim Kirsch. The 
Kirsch family is in the thoughts and prayers of Borough Officials and staff.   
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 14th day of February 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     President 


