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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
February 28, 2022 

 
The February 28, 2022, meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held in a hybrid format 
both virtually utilizing Zoom Meeting technology, due to an increase in cases related to the 
coronavirus pandemic, and in person. 
 
Mr. Heckmann commented on the recent difficult news regarding world events.  Local government is 
vastly different from federal government; however, the impacts that we see in the world very much touch 
us even at the local level.  Mr. Heckmann stated that if there was a linkage between what happens 
internationally and what happens locally, the disturbing trend that he is noticing is what he considers a 
lack of decency and lack of respect for each other.  Mr. Heckmann encourages people to strive to be 
more decent to each other, and his prayers go out to everyone involved in this conflict.    
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; J. Maloney, M. Randazzo; B. Oates; D. 
Swisher; N. Kovach; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley.  Council Member R. Astor was absent.  The 
following appointed officials were present: K. Truver, Police Chief; D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. Vietmeier, 
Codes Official; K. Stringent, Borough Manager; L. Miller, Assistant Manager.  
 
The minutes of the February 14, 2022, Council Meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo noted that in the 
library report, only children’s programming will remain virtual through the end of this month.  Ms. 
Kovach motioned to approve the corrected minutes.  Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Mr. Heckmann turned the meeting over to Chief Worth from Medical Rescue Team South Authority.  
Chief Worth presented Chief Ken Truver and Lt. David Lane with a Life Saving Award for assisting 
paramedics in a cardiac arrest situation at Manning Physical Therapy resulting in a save, which is quite 
rare.  Cardiac arrests affect a significant amount of people and about 10% of those actually survive.  
Mayor Baumgarten added that the Castle Shannon Police Department was one of the first departments 
in our area to have and use the automatic defibrillators. 
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that the borough’s police officers are consistently quick and well equipped to 
respond to emergencies.  Chief Worth stated that in these types of events, the life saving time frame is 
quite short, i.e., about ten minutes.  The rapid response which MRTSA always gets from their partners 
at the Castle Shannon Police Department and the availability of the automated external defibrillators are 
critical.  The relationship enjoyed between MRTSA, Chief Truver and the police officers is quite 
excellent and resulted in a good save.  Chief Worth also introduced three team members from MRTSA 
– Executive Director Jeff Kelly, Operational Supervisor Lt. Dave Turkill, and EMT Christian Baker.   
 
Chief Worth hopes to attend a council meeting in the near future to recognize officers involved in another 
cardiac arrest incident wherein the rapid response of police officers resulted in what seems, at this point, 
to be another save for a patient.  Chief Truver recognized two officers in attendance at the council 
meeting and introduced Officer Michael Kalas, who responded to an incident with a choking victim and 
performed the Heimlich maneuver at a local restaurant, and Officer Christine Platt who responded to a 
separate incident with two additional officers.  Kudos to the officers who are patrolling the borough and 
are trained by MRTSA in CPR and first aid to provide a quick response to medical emergencies.      
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Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley participated in a Zoom call with State Representative Dan 
Miller.  Due to redistricting, State Senator Wayne Fontana will no longer be representing Castle Shannon 
after the next election.  Ms. O’Malley added that it is a sad day, as Senator Fontana has been very good 
to Castle Shannon. 
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications: Mr. Heckmann discussed the updated covid protocols.  The 
borough continues to follow CDC guidelines which does not require face masking for visitors to 
council meetings, borough offices and the police department.  The library will issue their own 
guidance.  Borough council meetings will return to standard operating procedures and move back to 
the normal format allowing the public to participate with no restriction on the number of people 
attending in person.  Council will also migrate away from Zoom as a result.   
 
On Wednesday, March 2nd at 6:00 p.m. a public meeting will be held at the library on the Parks Master 
Plan and wayfinding signage projects, which are being funded through a bond issuance.  Closure was 
made on the bond process; and, in light of recent events, the timing was particularly good.  This 
meeting will include Zoom for residents’ participation and comments, although residents are 
encouraged to join in person. Ms. O’Malley questioned if the logo would be discussed.  Mr. Heckmann 
answered yes, as part of the wayfinding project. 
 
Ms. Stringent provided an update on Community Day preparations for Sunday, May 29th starting at 
2:00 p.m. at Hamilton Park.  Fireworks have been secured.  Band and food truck participation is being 
finalized, and substantial progress is being made on planning the event.  Mr. Heckmann noted that Ms. 
Stringent and staff are doing a wonderful job in organizing the event. 
 
The Memorial Day Committee will meet Wednesday, March 9th at 10:00 a.m. at the borough offices.  
Parade participants have been contacted.  The parade will begin at 10:30 a.m. at St. Annes Church 
parking lot on Monday, May 30th with a service concluding at the memorial parklet. 
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney remarked on a thank you note received from a 
resident for the public works and police departments for their great work on roads during recent winter 
storms.  Mr. Maloney added that the public works departments is top notch, and the roads have been 
great all winter.   
 
The new sewer truck was put into operation, and the crew is happy with its performance. 
 
Mr. Ausman is pricing lawn mowers for public works to undertake the landscaping needs at the 
borough parks this year. 
 
Public Works is planning a sewer inlet cleaning project. 
 
Public Safety/Fire – Mr. Heckmann noted that good data was received from the Castle Shannon 
Volunteer Fire Department on call volume for January and February 2022.   
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Mr. Bob Sutton, President of the CSVFD, attended the council meeting and stated that training for 
firefighters continues two nights a month. 
 
The borough is pleased to partner with the fire department on a lease of a warehouse building on the 
fire department’s property by Memorial Hall.  The borough has a lease on the building and is open to a 
sublease opportunity by a business or occupant for warehouse purposes.  Information is available on 
social media on the borough’s Facebook page and website.  The space will be available for sublease in 
April.    Mr. Sutton added that the fire department is working with McGervey Electric for the lighting 
and heater.   
 
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the check registers for February 18th and February 24th and had no 
further questions.  Mr. Swisher did note a separate email regarding a voided check to a locksmith.  Mr. 
Swisher motioned to approve the bill lists for February.  Ms. Kovach seconded; all in favor; motion 
carried.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – A zoning hearing board meeting will be held on March 
3rd at 7:00 p.m. at the municipal center for a variance requested by Bethany Christian Services at the 
former St. Anne School property.   
 
Mr. Vietmeier reported that the building permit was issued for the Chase ATM for the fire department 
parking lot.   
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo stated that the Friends of the Library will have a general information meeting 
on Tuesday, March 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the library. 
 
Friends of the Library Book Sale will be held March 17th through March 19th in the lower level. 
 
The library board and director are interested in creating a “Little Pantry” for the community to provide 
groceries for the underserved.  It can be a take one – give one program.  If anyone is interested or 
knows someone who would like to do an Eagle Scout project for the structure or to provide donations, 
please contact Ms. Randazzo or Library Director Heather Myrah.  The website LittleFreePantry.org 
has more information.    
 
A fundraiser is planned at Emiliano’s on March 9th from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. with 15% of the sales 
being donated to the library. 
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann reported that all municipalities have paid their annual assessment.   As was 
discussed this evening, MRTSA is well equipped for emergency services in our borough. 
 
Associations –  
 
      SHACOG – Mr. Oates attended the February meeting in Whitehall Borough on February 17th. 

Carrie Nolan, Director of Pittsburgh Job Corps Center, discussed the local resource which provides 
residential, holistic academic and career technical training to young adults. 

 
     ALOM – Ms. Kovach plans to attend the Spring educational conference from April 7th to April 10th 

at Seven Springs. 
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      PSAB – Annual convention will be held in Hershey, PA May 22nd to May 25th. 
  

ACBA – The quarterly board meeting will be held this Thursday.   
 
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Baumgarten commented that during his visits to Baptist Homes, many staff 
members have provided favorable comments regarding the public works dedication to keeping the roads 
clear during winter snowfalls. 
 
Mayor Baumgarten stated that MRTSA is his second love as he has spent half his life involved with the 
organization.  Mt. Lebanon Magazine provided a great article on MRTSA.  Mayor Baumgarten was 
impressed to discover that the borough’s police officers participated in a lifesaving emergency. 
 
According to Jim Nowalk, President of the PA Mayors Association, there is a glimmer of hope that a 
local use of radar bill will be adopted. 
 
In conclusion, Mayor Baumgarten stated he is immensely proud of the borough’s police and public works 
departments, MRTSA and CSVFD. 
 
Mr. Heckmann added that he has received favorable comments from MRTSA employees regarding the 
borough’s well-maintained roads during the winter season. 
 
Keystone Oaks:  Mr. Maloney stated that face masks are optional as of today. 
 
Public Comment:  Robert Sims, Constable for Castle Shannon – thanked Chief Truver for having a 
meeting with him after the last council meeting to discuss his position as constable. Mr. Simms would 
also like to discuss volunteer opportunities for the borough.  Ms. Stringent provided Mr. Simms with her 
contact information, and Ms. Kovach can be contacted for Castle Shannon Revitalization Corporation 
events. 
 
The public comment section was closed. 
 
Other:  During a recent visit to the library, Mr. Swisher noted the limited number of available IRS 
forms.  Ms. Myrah provided excellent assistance in researching the website and printing all required 
forms for Mr. Swisher for a minimal printing cost.  Ms. Randazzo noted that the library received a new 
printer which is in constant use.    
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 14th day of March 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     President 


