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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
March 14, 2022 

 
The March 14, 2022, meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held in person. 
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; J. Maloney, B. Astor; M. Randazzo; B. 
Oates; D. Swisher; N. Kovach; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley.  The following appointed officials were 
present: K. Truver, Police Chief; D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Stringent, 
Borough Manager; L. Miller, Assistant Manager.  
 
Mr. Heckmann turned the meeting over to Chief Truver who recognized five youths that found a loaded 
revolver in the creek on February 21st:  Bol Bol; Prathik Chhetric; John Nguyen; Yalona Nguyen and 
Camden Brown.  The youths had the initiative to call a parent who reported the discovery to the police 
department.  The National Rifle Association has an Eddie Eagle program that advises young people that 
if they see a gun – stop, don’t touch it, run away, and call an adult.  The fact that these children found a 
fire arm and called an adult brings credit to them, their families and their friends that were there.  The 
police department is very proud of these youths.  Chief Truver presented Good Citizenship Award 
certificates to each child signed by the mayor, council president and Chief Truver for maturity, good 
behavior, and good decision making for their actions.  Officer Dan Janeda and Officer Christine Platt 
presented the children with gift bags containing police department challenge coins, a promotional video 
from the Eddie Eagle Program, a Keystone Oaks eagle, and the entire stack of Castle Shannon Police 
trading cards.  Council applauded the recipients.  Mr. Heckmann thanked the citizens for attending the 
meeting and added that council is very proud of these youths. 
 
The minutes of the February 28, 2022, council meeting were presented. Mr. Maloney motioned to 
approve the minutes.  Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley reported February collections of $466,214.41.   
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that Allegheny County tax bill deadline was extended to April 30th for the 2% 
discount due to the late mailing of county tax bills.   
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications: Mr. Heckmann thanked council and the public for attending the  
public meeting on the Parks Master Plan and Wayfinding presentation on March 2nd.  The presentation 
is available for viewing on the Castle Shannon Borough YouTube channel.  Mr. Heckmann 
encouraged the public to submit comments or questions to council via their emails posted on the 
borough website or to borough administration at csboro@csboro.org.   
 
A job opening has been posted for a Code Enforcement Officer on the borough website.  Application 
period is still open, and individuals with an interest or a codes background can apply.  
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The streetscape project will be starting next week in the downtown area. The area impacted will be 
Willow Avenue from Everyday Eclectic to James Street and Castle Shannon Boulevard from Martin’s 
Auto to Vitte’s.  The project includes all new lighting, brick pavers, curbing, and signage. The first 
segment under construction will be along Willow Avenue between Poplar Avenue and Park Avenue.  
This segment is expected to be under construction for one month.    Parking on Willow Avenue will be 
limited or removed; however, pedestrian access will be available throughout construction.  Businesses 
in the area have been notified, and nearby residents will be contacted.  Ms. Stringent advised that there 
may be simultaneous points of construction during the process in the designated scope.  A final 
phasing schedule is being created.   For active updates, businesses and residents can contact Krista 
Mosher in borough administration.  Ms. Kovach suggested that portable signage may be needed on 
Park Avenue to remind drivers there is no left turn onto Castle Shannon Boulevard from Myrtle 
Avenue.  Mr. Swisher questioned existing no turns signs, and Chief Truver advised that Castle 
Shannon Boulevard is a state road, and regulations are set by PennDOT.  
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney stated that hopefully the borough has received its 
last round of snow.  Public Works did an admirable job of clearing the roads after the last winter storm. 
 
Public Works will be crack sealing roads this week and have utilized the new sewer truck for sewer 
line repairs.  The crew’s next project will be cleaning catch basins. 
 
CSYA would like an earlier start to their sports programs this year, depending upon the weather and 
field conditions. 
 
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the check registers for March 4th and March 14th and had no further 
questions.  Ms. Kovach noted an expense from Third Generation.  Ms. Miller explained the check was 
for annual maintenance of the telephone system at the municipal center. 
 
Mr. Heckmann noted that the auditors were on site last week.  There were no findings.  Mr. Heckmann 
thanked staff as the auditors reported that files and records were in great order and easily accessible. 
 
The bond proceeds have been received.  Mr. Heckmann thanked council for supporting the bond effort 
for our parks, library, and community at large.  He advised that no tax increase is associated with this 
bond issuance.  Requests for Proposals will be generated for individual parts of the projects.  Projects 
would be subject to bidding requirements.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Community Day plans continue to go smoothly for 
Sunday, May 29th starting at 2:00 p.m. at Hamilton Park.  Food vendors have confirmed, and 
entertainment has been secured from The Stickers, Identity Crisis, and School of Rock.  Ms. Stringent 
advised that table/booth registration will be done electronically.  Information will be posted on the 
website and social media.  Anyone wishing to volunteer for the event should contact Ms. Stringent 
through borough administration – 412-885-9200.   
 
The Memorial Day Parade and ceremony will be Monday, May 30th.  The parade will begin at 10:30 
a.m. at St. Annes Church parking lot.   
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The zoning hearing board will meet March 29th at 7:00 p.m. to consider a non-conforming use for 900 
Sleepy Hollow Road for a mini mart. 
 
A zoning hearing board meeting is also tentatively scheduled for April 4th at 7:00 p.m. at the municipal 
center for a non-conforming use requested by Bethany Christian Services at the former St. Anne 
School property.   
 
Mr. Vietmeier reported that Keystone Vapors has opened this week on Library Road. 
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo stated that the Library Board met on March 3rd.   
 
The Friends of the Library have planned the following fundraising events:  Book Sale - March 17th 
through March 19th; and Flea Market – April 9th.   
 
National Library Week is April 3rd through April 9th.  A mini-art show is planned.  More information is 
available on the library website.   
 
The library staff is working on the summer reading program.  
 
A library board member, who is also a certified teacher, has offered free tutoring for three Saturdays in 
the month of March from noon to 4:00 p.m.  One-hour slots are available.  Interested patrons should 
contact the library staff at 412-563-4552 for more information. 
 
The “Little Pantry” project is proceeding to provide groceries for the underserved in our community. 
Additional information is available on the library website. 
 
Due to covid and the library board meeting schedule, the tenure on two library board trustees have 
ended.  The two members have decided not to renew their terms, thereby leaving two vacancies on the 
library board.  Interested parties should contact Library Director Heather Myrah or Marian Randazzo at 
mrandazzo@csboro.org.  Mr. Heckmann added that this board and their work is very important to the 
borough. 
 
Ms. Randazzo publicly thanked Arla Muha and Janet Montgomery for their work on the library board 
and saluted them for their many years of service to the library. 
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann discussed a nice article in Mt. Lebanon Magazine regarding the new 
therapy dog and information on how MRTSA has reinvigorated itself and is reinvesting in the future of 
the quality of service. The borough is fortunate to have this service in our community. 
 
Associations – Ms. Stringent will be attending the Public Employer Labor Relations Advisory Service 
(PELRAS) Conference March 16th – 18th. 
 
      SHACOG – Mr. Oates reported that Castle Shannon will be hosting the March Board of Director’s 

Meeting this week at the municipal center. 
 
      ACBA – Ms. Kovach attended the ACBA board meeting last week.  Discussions centered on the 

following Pennsylvania State Association of Borough initiatives:  1) A resolution to determine the 
feasibility of developing a state-wide public notice database for local governments to post required 
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legal notices, 2) the PSAB compensation and benefits report which represents an aggregate of 
salary, benefits and paid time off across our communities and is a resource for budgeting and 
benchmarking purposes; and 3) PSAB will now advertise local association and borough events for 
free in their monthly magazine; however two months’ notice is required.   

 
 The ALOM public partners program was reviewed which provides high quality, experienced talent 

during staff transitions and when municipalities seek consulting services on special projects.  
Public Partners can also assist municipalities with job search and recruiting efforts. 

 
 The ACBA board also discussed the fact that salary for council members has not changed under the 

borough code since 1991. 
 
Manager’s Report: Ms. Stringent presented Resolution #711 requesting a Statewide Local Share 
Assessment grant in the amount of $215,000 from the Commonwealth Finance Authority for Phase II 
Wayfinding Signage.  Ms. Stringent explained that Phase I of the signage is for the downtown area and 
will be funded by the bond proceeds; and Phase II is for the parks, street signs and public directional 
signage.  Ms. O’Malley asked if the logo design was included.  Mr. Heckmann answered that the final 
logo design is not required to apply for the grant.  Mr. Astor motioned to adopt Resolution #711.  Ms. 
Kovach seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Mr. Heckmann stated that council is awaiting feedback on the public meeting of March 2nd before 
deciding on the final logo design for wayfinding signage.  Residents can email comments or 
suggestions to csboro@csboro.org. 
 
Ms. Stringent presented eight proposed road segments with two alternates for the 2022 Roadway 
Improvement Program.  Mr. Swisher questioned whether the council would have the ability to approve 
the alternates separately if needed. Projected bid would be awarded by council in April.  Mr. 
Heckmann noted that the budget allotted $400,000 for road improvements.  Ms. Kovach motioned to 
approve the Service Order Authorization for Lennon, Smith, Souleret to prepare bid documents.  Mr. 
Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried.  
 
Mr. Heckmann added that PAWC will be completing several paving projects throughout the borough 
this year from water line replacements.   
 
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Baumgarten discussed The Pennsylvania Radar Coalition and read a portion 
of a letter sent to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives in favor of the local use of radar.  “In regard 
to technology, Pennsylvania is so far behind that public safety is in jeopardy.  Specifically, Traffic Safety 
Systems, manufacturer of VASCAR, has gone out of business.  The ENRADD speed-timing device, 
manufactured by YCG, Inc., has been discontinued and will not be replaced.  Most of the remaining 
PennDOT approved speed timing devices are not available, having been out of production for 20 plus 
years.  In addition, local police are finding that their current equipment is incompatible with new police 
vehicles.  These developments mean a stopwatch will become the only means of monitoring speed on 
local roads.”  Mayor Baumgarten confirmed that there is a pressing need to bring this bill out of 
committee to be voted upon.   Ms. Kovach stated that ACBA sent a text message out to board members 
regarding the radar bill. 
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Mayor Baumgarten noted that two Castle Shannon Police Officers - Officer Justin Majors and K-9 
Officer Dixon – assisted other agencies in a coordinated major drug bust.  The majority of the drugs 
seized were fentanyl.   
 
Public Comment:  No comments were received; therefore, the public comment section was closed. 
 
Other:  Mr. Swisher discussed the fact that council is awaiting public feedback on the Parks Master 
Plan and Wayfinding Signage.  Mr. Swisher noted a resident’s concerns that were presented at the 
public meeting regarding artificial turf for the Hamilton Park Field and the cost ($1.5 million) versus 
the useful life of the turf installation.  Mr. Heckmann stated that our engineer expects that the turf 
would last over twenty years, and it is important to note that damaged segments can be replaced if 
needed.   
 
Other concerns that the resident listed were that it is a heat island. Mr. Heckmann explained that 
although turf is hotter than grass, it is not dangerous to the touch or would cause burns.  The field 
would have better accessibility for games as it would have a perfectly flat, engineered surface.  The 
current uneven surface could cause injury to some players. 
 
From the chemical perspective, the turf is not carcinogenic.  There is no evidence of high school or 
professional athletes having negative effects or contracting diseases from playing on turf fields.  Mr. 
Astor researched several medical and professional websites and found no linkage to carcinogens from 
a turf field.  The state of California has not found these fields to be carcinogenic.    
 
Mr. Heckmann also stated that the field will need significant leveling, trenching and water mitigation 
whether turf is used or not.  Mr. Maloney agreed that water drainage on Hamilton Field is a problem 
and limits use of the field for youth activities.  Mr. Swisher asked for separate bids for the field which 
include turf or dirt/grass.  Mr. Heckmann agreed that separate costs will be obtained.  Ms. Kovach 
asked if there was a facility in the area that has the proposed turf.  Mr. Heckmann stated that Pleasant 
Kingdom Playground in Pleasant Hills by the municipal center is adjacent to a turf field that is heavily 
utilized.   
 
Mr. Heckmann discussed another hot topic raised at the Parks Master Plan and Wayfinding public 
meeting – the logo for wayfinding.  Mr. Heckmann discussed logos with residents and believes there is 
an interest in finding a comfortable middle ground to honor and retain the castle image in certain areas 
and still use newer imagery in other areas.  Mr. Heckmann believes that while the public is interested in 
finding new ways to express pride in our community, many places where the castle already is exhibited 
should not change.  We can enhance where the castle lives as it is a prominent part of our history.  
Specifically, the castle is not currently on our website either as a header or footer, and council could 
consider changing that.  The sign on the municipal center could be upgraded by enlarging and 
backlighting the sign while keeping the castle.  We should be honoring and enhancing that image.  The 
police patches and car logos will not change.  The logo discussion is not about one logo or a different 
logo, but perhaps continuing a discussion of using both in appropriate places.    
 
Mr. Maloney announced that the CSYA Kick-off Party will be held April 9th at the fire department’s 
small hall.  The public is welcome, and cost is $15 at the door, which includes refreshments and food.  
Ms. Kovach questioned if CSYA will also accept donations for door prizes, and Mr. Maloney confirmed 
yes.  More information can be found on the CSYA website and Facebook pages.  
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Mayor Baumgarten commented on the Hamilton Park field discussion and added that the key to the field 
is proper drainage.  The expenditure for the turf field should be taken into consideration for the amount 
of time it can be used.  A large number of professional turf fields in football and baseball stadiums are 
returning to grass because of injuries.  Mayor Baumgarten believes there are good points for either type 
of surface.   
 
Mr. Heckmann added another compelling reason for turf would be the reduced maintenance requirement 
of staff, specifically public works.  As council expands the footprint of what public works has to maintain 
in the parks plan and to alleviate a major source of grass cutting, labor, and dirt distribution in the infield, 
a turf field would provide a significant amount of time savings in keeping the lower field in shape.   Mr. 
Maloney commented that public works currently does a great job on field maintenance.    
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Oates seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 28th day of March 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     Council President 


