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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
April 11, 2022 

 
The April 11, 2022, meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held in person. 
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; B. Astor; M. Randazzo; N. Kovach; D. 
Baumgarten; E. O’Malley.  Council Members W. Oates, J. Maloney and D. Swisher were absent.  The 
following appointed officials were present: K. Truver, Police Chief; D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. Vietmeier, 
Codes Official; K. Stringent, Borough Manager; L. Miller, Assistant Manager.  
 
Public Recognition:  Mr. Heckmann turned the meeting over to Lt. David Turkill of MRTSA, who 
presented life saving awards to Castle Shannon Police Officers Christine Platt, Jeffrey Recker, and Justin 
Majors.  Executive Director Jeff Kelly of MRTSA was also in attendance.  Lt. Turkill reported that on 
the evening of February 23rd, a call came in from Piacquadios Restaurant for a seventy-seven-year-old 
male that was unresponsive.  The call was dispatched at 17:20 hours and the Castle Shannon police 
officers responded within three minutes and started CPR and AED on the patient.  MRTSA arrived 
within five minutes of the call.  Upon Chief Worth’s arrival, a shock was delivered by a police officer, 
and the patient had a spontaneous pulse as a result.  The patient was transported to St. Clair Hospital and 
subsequently walked out of the hospital.  The actions of the police officers involved was instrumental in 
this person’s survival.  Lt. Turkill further stated that without the cooperation of the Castle Shannon Police 
Department and MRTSA working together, taking care of the residents would not be done as effectively.  
Chief Truver added that the borough continues to be proud of our officers.   
 
Mr. Heckmann had also discussed the incident with Chief Worth, who gave special recognition to Officer 
Platt for handling the situation of a person attempting to video the patient going into the ambulance. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the March 28, 2022 council meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo motioned 
to approve the minutes.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley reported March collections of $1,295,707.17.  Year to date 
total collected is $1,762,724.99.  The discount period to submit tax payments ends this weekend. 
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications: Mr. Heckmann stated that a full group Community Day meeting 
was held this evening.  Community Day will be held at Hamilton Park on May 29th from 2:00 p.m. to 
conclude with fireworks at dusk. 
 
Council plans to vote at the April 25th council meeting to approve the Parks’ Master Plan and authorize 
the engineers to prepare a bid package.   
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Public Safety/Fire – Mr. Astor reported that from February 26th through March 27th the fire 
department responded to 20 calls and completed 48 hours of in-house and outside fire training.  The 
full report is available in borough administration offices. 
 
Chief Truver presented Resolution #712 – to approve, adopt, and place into immediate effect the 2022 
edition of the Emergency Operations Plan of the Borough of Castle Shannon.  Ms. Kovach motioned to 
adopt Resolution #712.  Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Mr. Astor motioned to accept the resignation of Joseph Willson, Jr. as School Crossing Guard.  Ms. 
Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Mr. Heckmann stated that work on the downtown 
streetscape continues and thanked everyone for their patience during construction.  Ms. Stringent 
advised that the construction for the first section should be completed the end of April, and demolition 
has started on the James Street area.   
 
Mr. Vietmeier reported that an occupancy permit was approved for Anthos Bakery and Café on 
Willow Avenue.  Mr. Heckmann noted nextpittsburgh.com had a good article on the business. 
 
A new business – Scalpel & Stem (a plant nursery) opened at 1005 Castle Shannon Boulevard.  
Customers are by appointment only. 
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo attended the Tiny Art Show hosted by the library.  Also in attendance were:  
Louise Larkin of State Representative Dan Miller’s Office, Ondrea Burton from Congressman Connor 
Lamb’s Office, Mark Heckmann, Katie Stringent, Lori Miller, Christina Morrow, Heather Myrah, 
Donelle Mayausky, Amber Morgan-Optiz.   Over sixty-three pieces of artwork were displayed, and it 
was a very nice event.   
 
The Friends of the Library hosted their Flea Market on April 9th and made approximately $1,400.00. 
 
Donations for Library Giving Day totaled over $350.00. 
 
New officers were elected at the April 7th Board of Trustees meeting:  Donna Phillips – President, 
Marian Randazzo – Vice President, Diane Fabry – Secretary/Treasurer.  There are two board member 
openings.  Interested applicants can submit a cover letter and resume in person to Heather Myrah or via 
email at myrahh@castleshannonlibrary.org.  More information is available on the library’s website.    
 
Allegheny County Libraries is offering a mobile app for both Android and Apple iPhone. Features 
available allow patrons to search the library catalog and reserve items; add one or more library 
accounts to your device, allowing you to manage holds, checkouts, and more; view and register for 
events at the library; see information about hours, locations and services offered; access online 
learning resources; and so much more! 
 
The library staff is gearing up for the summer reading program with a kick-off party on June 9th.  
 
MRTSA – Ms. Stringent met with Executive Director Kelly, and Mr. Heckmann stated that MRTSA 
continues to do outreach to communities to demonstrate value.   
 

mailto:myrahh@castleshannonlibrary.org
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Associations – ALOM – Ms. Kovach attended the ALOM Conference and reported that the legislative 
panel was well attended by ten legislators who discussed several topics.   
 

A national infrastructure bank is being proposed to fund costs and increase borrowing capacity.   
 
It was noted that Pennsylvania has the highest gas tax in the United States, and legislators are 
contemplating phasing out the gas tax (since electric vehicles use no gas) and proposing another 
taxing method such as a milage based tax or a package delivery fee for carriers such as Amazon 
and FedEx.   
 
Legislators are considering a $25 per person tax to fund state police services to municipalities that 
do not fund their own police departments.   
 
To allow for greater flexibility, the use of American Rescue Funds will be available for stormwater 
management. 

 
 Legislators are working on landslide insurance, grants and low interest loans, and a homeowner 

repair bill to provide assistance for low income, owner-occupied homes and rentals with less than 
four units to combat blight. 

 
 It was noted that Pennsylvania has the highest corporate net income tax in the country, which is not 

competitive for attracting businesses.  Representatives are looking for ways to lower this tax. 
 

There is bi-partisan support to amend the borough code to allow for digital municipal advertising. 
 

Representatives are very concerned about the sustainability of local volunteer fire departments and 
have a proposal to add a $25 to $50 realty tax onto closing costs for property sales. The funds 
would go directly to the local fire departments. 
 
State Representative Dan Miller supports the Urban Search and Rescue Task Force in Western 
Pennsylvania and is also supporting the state funding the costs for turn-out gear and annual 
physicals for fire fighters.  He also supports state funding for police candidate training.  
 
In conclusion, Ms. Kovach noted it was a very well attended, informative conference.  
 

Police Pension/Non-Uniformed Pension – Ms. Stringent reported that as required by the 
Commonwealth, the 2021 Actuarial Valuation Reports were completed and submitted for Act 205 
reporting to the auditor general as a signifier of the health of the plans.  Both plans have been filed and 
approved. 
 
Manager’s Report: Ms. Stringent reported that the 2022-2023 insurance renewal policies were 
received through Old Republic Insurance Company with a 4% increase in cost due to an increase in 
building coverage (due to the sharp increase in building costs and material) and several vehicle 
changes such as the addition of the new sewer machine and an additional police vehicle.  Ms. Kovach 
motioned to authorize the new insurance package.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
MS4 – The annual Saw Mill Run Annual Spring Stream Clean-up is scheduled for April 23rd at 9:00 
a.m.  Volunteers will meet on James Street.  Lunch will be provided by Willow Station. 
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Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Baumgarten noted Ms. Kovach’s statement that Pennsylvania has the highest 
corporate income tax.  He added that PA also has the highest gas tax and is the only state that does not 
allow local police departments to use radar.  In addition, PA is one of two states that still has state liquor 
stores. 
 
Mayor Baumgarten stated that he is frustrated over the local senatorial redistricting map for District 45. 
 
Mayor Baumgarten stated that he attends the annual Pennsylvania State Mayor’s Conference.  The 
conference is attended by mayors from cities, townships, and boroughs.  Many attendees discuss their 
police departments.  In Mayor Baumgarten’s opinion, Castle Shannon police officers are the most well-
trained, most high-tech department in the state.  This shows in the last few months where officers were 
acknowledged for their work.   
 
Mayor Baumgarten praised Chief Truver, acknowledged his excellent leadership of the department and 
stated he is very proud of our police department.  Mayor Baumgarten also noted that he served for 45 
years on the MRTSA board, and he is extremely proud of that organization.  In addition, the cooperation 
exhibited between MRTSA, the police department and the Castle Shannon Volunteer Fire Department 
provides Castle Shannon residents with the best public safety services available. 
 
Chief Truver added that each police car has an AED defibrillator, and all officers are trained on the 
equipment.  Mr. Heckmann noted that in the incident that MRTSA described this evening, the police 
department responded faster than the ambulance by 2 minutes.  MRTSA’s average response time in 
Castle Shannon for critical care is approximately six minutes.  Chief Truver affirmed that a paid 
ambulance service has a better response time than a volunteer ambulance service.       
 
Solicitor:  Mr. Biondo advised that two zoning hearing board meetings were completed, and decisions 
will be coming out the end of May. 
 
Public Comment:  No comments were received; therefore, the public comment section was closed. 
 
Other:  Ms. Randazzo reiterated how fortunate we are in this community to have such great service by 
first responders (fire, police, and ambulance).  Many communities do not have this.  Ms. Randazzo 
appreciates the expertise and dedication of those individuals. 
 
Ms. Kovach discussed possible multimodal grant funding opportunities with our borough engineer for 
connectivity and suggested that Ms. Stringent contact Mr. Stanton for additional information.  Mr. 
Heckmann discussed the recently completed Castle Shannon Borough Active Allegheny Study for 
connectivity and accessibility. 
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 25th day of April 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
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Borough Manager     Council President 


