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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
April 25, 2022 

 
The April 25, 2022, meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held in person. 
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; B. Astor; M. Randazzo; N. Kovach; W. 
Oates; J. Maloney; D. Swisher; D. Baumgarten.  Tax Collector E. O’Malley was absent.  The following 
appointed officials were present: D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Stringent, 
Borough Manager; L. Miller, Assistant Manager; J. Stanton, Borough Engineer.   Police Chief K. Truver 
was absent. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the April 11, 2022 council meeting were presented. Mr. Astor motioned to 
approve the minutes.  Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications: Ms. Stringent gave an update on the streetscape project.  The 
paver contractor is working on upper Willow for approximately 10 days.  On lower Willow, 
demolition work has progressed to Anthos Greek Bakery.  The next phase of the project will be on 
Castle Shannon Boulevard from Willow Avenue to Poplar Avenue which will include a change in 
traffic flow.  This phase will be under construction for six weeks, and traffic will be limited to one lane 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Traffic detours were approved by Chief Truver.  The detours will be 
posted with signage and posted on the borough’s social media sites.   
 
The following phase of the project on Castle Shannon Boulevard from Poplar Avenue to Route 88 will 
be completed with evening construction.   
 
Drivers are asked to be patient during this important streetscape improvement project.  Mayor 
Baumgarten advised drivers to avoid the construction area if possible.  Mr. Heckmann noted that the 
first section of paver installation should be completed in two weeks for residents to view the selected 
sidewalk design.  Light poles and street furniture will be installed at a later date.  Ms. Stringent 
thanked Michael Facchiano for working with borough administration, residents, and businesses during 
this construction. 
 
The Spring Saw Mill Run Stream Clean-up was held on Saturday, April 23rd.  Ms. Mosher, Main Street 
Manager, reported that it was a smashing success with 18 volunteers and three girl scout troops 
participating.  Following the venture, lunch was provided at Willow Station.  Many thanks to Chuck 
Christ for photographing the event, public works for assisting with the cleanup, and Michael Brothers 
for donating the dumpster. 
 
Community Day is scheduled for May 29th.  Bands, food vendors, and fireworks have been scheduled.  
CSYA will hold a corn hole tournament.  A bounce house, balloon vendor and magician will be 
available.  Anyone wishing to volunteer to help with the event can contact borough administration. 
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Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney reported that the public works department has 
been cleaning up the parks and preparing fields for this week’s tournament.   
  
Ms. Kovach questioned if the streetsweeper would be available before the Memorial Day Parade.  Mr. 
Ausman will coordinate this effort. 
 
Public Safety/Fire – Mr. Astor reported that members of the CSVFD completed instruction on interior 
smoke/fire training and how fires damp down.  The training equipment is at the fire department if 
council would like to view it. 
 
Construction began for the Chase ATM at the fire department. 
 
Chief Truver is coordinating detours in the borough with Ms. Stringent and Michael Facchiano during 
the streetscape project. 
 
The promotion written exam for police patrol Sergeant is set for May 6th for five candidates.  Oral 
board will be May 20th for those candidates who progress to the next step. 
 
Mr. Heckmann thanked the CSVFD for providing the venue for the CSYA kick-off party. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the check registers for March 31st, April 6th, April 13th, and April 22nd 
and had no further questions.  Mr. Swisher noted the cost of the showmobile for Community Day was 
$350.00.  Ms. Miller explained that an additional payment of $150.00 was made as the cost has 
increased to $500.00.   
 
Ms. Kovach questioned a dues payment to Bethel Park Chamber of Commerce and asked if Ms. 
Mosher was involved with this organization.  Ms. Stringent responded that the borough is looking to 
renew that relationship, and we will be present. 
 
Ms. Kovach and Mr. Swisher also noted a cost of $529.90 for dog waste bags for the parks.  Ms. Miller 
explained the cost is for 10 cases of 1,000 – an annual cost. 
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the April reports and expenditures.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; 
motion carried. 
 
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Mr. Vietmeier reported that Dig That Do pet groomers 
opened at 3924 Willow Avenue at the bottom of Baldwin Street. 
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo announced that the May 5th board meeting may be rescheduled. 

Mo’s Southwest Taco Kits will be available for pickup on May 22nd with 25% of the sales being 
donated to the library.  Ordering information is available on the library’s website. 

The Library Board of Trustees has two vacancies available.   Interested applicants can submit a cover 
letter and resume in person to Heather Myrah or via email at myrahh@castleshannonlibrary.org. 

An Adult-Night-Out Paint Party will be held May 20th.  Registration is available on the library website.   

mailto:myrahh@castleshannonlibrary.org
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Ms. Randazzo announced that the library will have a booth at Community Day to provide participants 
with information on library programs and services. 

MRTSA – With a heavy heart, Mr. Heckmann reported that paramedic D.J. Taylor has suddenly 
passed away.  Mr. Taylor had 30 years of service to MRTSA. 
 
Associations – SHACOG – Mr. Oates attended the April board meeting in Pleasant Hills Borough.  
Discussion centered on the joint bid for solid waste.  Ms. Stringent reported that SHACOG submitted a 
community needs assessment for recycling to their member communities.  Ms. Randazzo discussed her 
difficulty in trying to recycle a television with a disposal cost of $60.  Mr. Vietmeier stated that a link 
to the Pennsylvania Resources Council on the borough’s website provides information on hard to 
recycle events.   

 
Manager’s Report: Ms. Stringent discussed the lease agreement with the CSVFD that was signed in 
February for a three-bay storage property on their lot.  A notice for a sub-lease opportunity was posted 
on February 11, 2022.   Ms. Stringent presented a sub-lease agreement for two bays with Chris 
Pfanstiel of Koala Insulation of Pittsburgh with allocated on-site parking.  Mr. Swisher questioned 
whether the bays would be used for insulation waste disposal.  Ms. Stringent answered there is no 
waste provision on site.  Mr. Swisher questioned whether there were sinks/bathrooms in the bays.  Ms. 
Stringent stated that the only accommodation the borough would provide is for heat.  Ms. Randazzo 
motioned to authorize the appropriate officials to enter into a sublease agreement for two bays with 
Chris Pfanstiel.  Mr. Maloney seconded; Mr. Heckmann abstained; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
As required by the subdivision land development ordinance, the borough has received the WetGo 
development agreement from Giant Eagle doing business as Echo Portfolio.  Part of the agreement is 
the $25,000 fee in lieu of sidewalk improvements on Route 88.  The planning modules are being 
reviewed by the health department.  The company is waiting for the HOP approval from PennDOT.  
Mr. Biondo advised that the agreement would require formal approval by council.  Although there are 
no public improvements, there are private improvements planned.  Mr. Astor motioned to authorize the 
appropriate officials to execute the developer’s agreement.  Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; 
motion carried. 
 
Ms. Stringent presented Resolution #713 – accepting the Master Site Development Plan for Hamilton 
Park, Prospect Park, Municipal Center Park, Riehl Park, Myrtle Park and O’Brien Field (also known as 
the Six Parks Plus Plan) financed by a Community Conservation Partnerships Program grant through 
the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  Mr. Jason Stanton proceeded to 
give a slide show presentation on various plans for the parks.  The goal is to transform the borough’s 
park system into a balanced and premiere public municipal outdoor recreation destination in the South 
Hills of Pittsburgh.   
 
Robert Sims, Belleville Street – attended the meeting and suggested having a dog park at Riehl Park.  
Mr. Heckmann stated that the parks committee did consider a dog park.  Concerns regarding sanitation, 
residents’ comfort level of dogs being unleashed, and borough liability prevented this idea from 
proceeding.  Dogs are allowed in borough parks on leashes on paths.   
 
Mr. Swisher noted that the $4.4 million cost for Lower Hamilton Park includes installation of a 
drainage system and turf for the field.  The drainage system (costing $750,000) would be required 
whether turf, sod or grass is installed.   
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Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the Six Parks Plus Master Plan going to bid as described.  Ms. 
Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adopt Resolution #713 to close out the Community Conservation Partnership 
Grant Project.  Ms. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Stanton stated the ALCOSAN regionalization transfer agreement has been prepared.  Defect sewer 
line repairs have been made as required by ALCOSAN.  Assets to be transferred are the Sleepy Hollow 
trunk sewer, the James Street trunk sewer, the Rockwood sewer line, and a segment along Connor 
Road.  Once the borough passes a resolution to approve the transfer and the engineers provide defect 
repair information, ALCOSAN will obtain original DEP permits on the sewers.  There is no revenue 
transfer to affect billing, and there is no further action required by council this evening.  Mayor 
Baumgarten had noted that Castle Shannon was the first municipality to regionalize and convey the 
Saw Mill Run trunk sewer to ALCOSAN in the early 1980’s.  Mr. Biondo advised that several draft 
agreements have been reviewed by the solicitors and ALCOSAN.  The final agreement will be ready in 
a few months. 
 
MS4 – Mr. Stanton provided the annual elected officials MS4 training via a slide show presentation. 
The borough participated in a remote audit in 2021 with DEP and was found to be in compliance.   
 
Mr. Stanton noted that the borough has received two grant approvals to assist with funding the 
pollution reduction plan on Saw Mill Run.  The project will provide for a 10% reduction in sediment 
and a 5% reduction in phosphorus.    
 
Mr. Heckmann thanked Lisa Brown of Watersheds of South Pittsburgh for her assistance with our 
MS4 endeavors. 
 
Planning Commission:  Mr. Vietmeier advised that the planning commission recommended approval 
of the Hamel Plan of Lots.  Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the Hamel Plan of Lots; Mr. Swisher 
seconded; all in favor; motion carried.  The agenda also contained the planning commission minutes of 
December 20, 2021. 
 
Keystone Oaks:  Myrtle 5th Grade is having a kick-ball event at the municipal center on Friday, April 
29th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Public Comment:  No comments were received; therefore, the public comment section was closed. 
 
Other:  No comments.   
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 9th day of May 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     Council President 


