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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
June 13, 2022 

 
The June 13, 2022, meeting of the Castle Shannon Borough Council was held in person. 
 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; B. Astor; M. Randazzo; N. Kovach; W. 
Oates; D. Swisher; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley. Council Member J. Maloney was absent.  The 
following appointed officials were present: K. Stringent, Borough Manager; D. Biondo, Solicitor; P. 
Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Truver, Police Chief. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the May 23, 2022 council meeting were presented. Ms. Randazzo motioned 
to approve the minutes.  Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
The minutes of the June 6, 2022 special council meeting were presented.  Mr. Astor motioned to approve 
the minutes.  Mr. Oates seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley reported May collections of $45,524.79.  The year-to-date 
total collected is $3,645,667.91.   
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Public Relations/Communications: Mr. Heckmann announced that the St. Paul of the Cross Parish 
Fair (formerly St. Annes) is being held this week on Willow Avenue. 
 
The Community Day and Memorial Day events went well.  Community Day was well attended with 
beautiful weather and great music.  A few scheduled vendors did not appear.  Special thanks to the 
volunteers and organizers of the event.   
 
The Memorial Day parade proceeded with a different route this year.  Thanks to borough employees 
for blocking off streets and ensuring the safety of the participants and spectators.  Despite several of 
the sidewalks being in construction, many families came to celebrate our armed forces and those we 
remember.  It was a very nice event. 
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Ms. Stringent reported that the Public Works Department has 
been working diligently on grass cutting and field maintenance.  Two seasonal public works positions 
have been filled.  Mr. Heckmann added that borough representatives are actively interviewing for a 
permanent public works position.  
 
Public Safety/Fire – Mr. Astor reported that the CSVFD installed a new automatic mutual alarm on 
April 1st which would automatically bring an engine and truck company from neighboring departments 
on alarms reported from smoke in a structure to a confirmed fire.  This allows for quick mobilization 
of additional resources on scene. 
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The newest firefighters have completed the third modules of Essentials of Firefighting classes and will 
have a brief summer vacation before resuming the fourth and final module.  By fall, the training will be 
completed for two newly trained young interior firefighters. 
 
CSVFD continues to train hard with several firefighters recently attending 40+ hour classes in Hazmat 
and EMT.  In-house fire schools for May were well attended, and the topics included water mapping 
within a structure where our firefighters used the SHACOG prompt which was recently built and is 
currently being housed in the borough. 
 
The CSFVD May incident report was submitted with call totals as follows:  Castle Shannon – 22; 
Baldwin Township – 1; Mutual Aid/Out of Town – 5.  
 
Chief Truver introduced Ms. Dolly Wank who is retiring as a school crossing guard after 35 years of 
service.  Mayor Baumgarten is well acquainted with Ms. Wank when her post was on Rebecca Street 
at the corner of Shady Run.  Ms. Wank walked from her home on Middleboro to this post twice a day 
(and sometimes three times a day) through wind, rain, snow, and hot temperatures.  Mayor 
Baumgarten read a proclamation honoring Ms. Wank for her many years of faithful service to the 
borough and dedication in keeping generations of Castle Shannon children safe.  Council applauded 
Ms. Wank and wished her well on her retirement. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the check registers for May 26th, June 3rd and June 10th.  Mr. Swisher 
had no further questions.  
 
Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Mr. Heckmann was pleased to report that Jeremy 
Hepple has been hired as a code enforcement officer beginning June 20th.   
 
Library – Ms. Randazzo announced that the library is interviewing candidates for a part-time adult 
program coordinator position.   
 
The June 9th Summer Reading Kick-Off Party was very successful.  The pizza party on the front lawn 
was well received. 
 
An online version of a library survey is available for patrons to complete.  Ms. Randazzo encourages 
residents to participate in the survey. 
 
Ms. Randazzo was pleased to report that the Board of Trustees has approved a new member – Ms. 
Laura Heckmann. 
 
On July 7th at 7:00 p.m. the board will hold a special meeting to finalize year end activities.  Ms. 
Randazzo added that all board meetings are open to the public. 
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann thanked members of MRTSA for their participation on Community Day.  A 
new rig was displayed which is basically a hospital on wheels.   
 
Associations –  
 
SHACOG – Mr. Oates stated that he will attend the June 16th board meeting in Upper St. Clair. 
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ACBA – Ms. Kovach attended the June 2, 2022 meeting which was held in Millvale.  A discussion 
was held on blight and available tools to rid communities of blight.  ACBA is supporting legislation on 
the Whole Homes Repairs Act (Senate Bill 1135) which was introduced by Pennsylvania Senator Nikil 
Saval.  This is a bipartisan bill that creates a one-stop shop for home repairs and weatherization while 
building out our workforce and creating new family-sustaining jobs in a growing field.  This is the first 
bill of its kind in the nation.   Across the commonwealth, residents are struggling to hold onto aging 
homes that are unsafe to live in.  If the bill is adopted, the borough could apply for up to $50,000 in 
grant funds for home improvements.  Mr. Heckmann noted that the amount being asked for 
appropriations for the bill is $250 million, and the state may have projected an $8 billion surplus.  
Borough representatives will write letters of support for this bill as this is critical for our aging 
infrastructure. 
 
Ms. Kovach also stated that the bill to amend the borough code to approve digital advertising instead 
of print media is also moving forward.  Ms. Kovach noted advertising costs in the borough’s recent 
check register was approximately $1,400 for zoning and public notices.  
 
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Baumgarten stated that 20 pounds of raw fentanyl were seized over the 
weekend at our country’s southern border – enough to kill 5 million people.  This is a serious problem. 
 
Public Comment:  Robert Broman, 1478 Blossom Hill Road – Mr. Broman stated that he received a 
letter from the code office regarding the feeding of birds, however he has no bird feeders on his property.  
Mr. Vietmeier explained that the warning notice was sent to a block of fifteen residents due to a 
complaint registered on the 311 app.  Mr. Vietmeier added that enforcement of these violations must be 
witnessed first-hand by him.  Mr. Broman questioned if there was tracking on the app for people who 
erroneously make reports.  Mr. Broman stated he appreciates the fact that Mr. Vietmeier will have 
additional assistance in the codes office.    
 
Bryan Gigliotti, 3545 Poplar Avenue – addressed council on several matters.  First, as director of the 
summer recreation program, Mr. Gigliotti announced the program will start Thursday, June 23rd.  
Anticipated participation is between 75 to 100 children and counselors.  He has been in contact with 
Kona Ice, MRTSA, and the fire department for visits to the program.  Mr. Gigliotti thanked borough 
administration (Lori Miller and Cheryl Conn) for their assistance in preparations for the program. 
 
Castle Shannon Youth Association tournaments will be held throughout the month of July.  Every team 
and visiting umpire have provided favorable comments on the field condition, music, and concession 
stand.  Dillion Kickler was commissioned to take team photographs.  Two items of concern are the blinds 
in the concession room need either replaced or repaired, and the steps outside of the scorer’s booth are 
unstable and need repaired as soon as possible. 
 
Mr. Gigliotti assisted in Community Day as a volunteer, and he suggested the event be moved to a 
different date.  Many people have plans for Memorial Day Weekend, and he believes the event would 
have better attendance on a different date.  With the size of the area at Hamilton Park, there is room for 
additional vendors, perhaps from craft and artisan vendors.  Mr. Gigliotti also would like to explore ways 
to entice more volunteers to participate.  Mr. Gigliotti commented that he appreciates everything that 
council and borough representatives do to create these events and support the community. 
 
No further comments were received therefore the public comment portion was closed.  
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Other Business:  Chief Truver stated that on November 22, 2021 the Castle Shannon Police 
Department announced a police sergeant position opening.  On December 27, 2021, Officer John 
Kiefer was promoted to acting sergeant and assigned as the officer in charge of police team #4 for 
2022.  Applications were accepted for the open supervisor position, and five eligible officers applied 
for the process.  A written exam took place on May 6, 2022.  Chief Truver was proud to report that all 
five candidates passed the written exam and participated in the oral boards on May 20th.  Officer Kiefer 
and Officer Majors successfully processed to a final eligibility list.  On May 23rd, the Castle Shannon 
Civil Service Commission certified the current promotion list with John Kiefer as the top candidate.   
 
Officer Kiefer was hired August 30, 2010 after working with the Waynesburg and Crescent Township 
Police Departments.  Among other accomplishments and certifications, Officer Kiefer has served as a 
task force officer with the drug enforcement agency and is currently a field training officer, drug 
recognition expert, tactical operator, sniper for the South Hills Area Council of Government’s Tactical 
Team, range instructor, and has been acting in the capacity of sergeant since December 2021.   
 
Mr. Heckmann added that council is incredibly proud of all the officers in the police department, and it 
is amazing to see the aptitude of the members of the department. 
 
Chief Truver introduced Acting Sergeant Kiefer, his wife Elizabeth, and their children – Noah, 
Gabriel, and Hanna.  Mr. Astor motioned to accept and approve John Kiefer for promotion to the rank 
of sergeant for the Castle Shannon Police Department.  Ms. Kovach seconded; all in favor; motion 
carried.  Mayor Baumgarten proceeded to give Sergeant Kiefer the oath of office.  Noah Kiefer pinned 
the sergeant badge on his father.  Council congratulated Sergeant Kiefer. 
 
Under other business, Ms. O’Malley noted she did not receive notice of the June 6th special council 
meeting, and therefore should not be listed in the minutes as absent.  The minutes will be amended. 
 
Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 27th day of June 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     Council President 


