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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
July 25, 2022 

 
The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann, J. Maloney; B. Astor; N. Kovach; B. Oates; 
D. Swisher; D. Baumgarten.  Council Member M. Randazzo and Tax Collector E. O’Malley were absent.  
The following appointed officials were present: K. Stringent, Borough Manager; D. Biondo, Solicitor; 
P. Vietmeier, Codes Official; K. Truver, Police Chief. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the July 11, 2022 council meeting were presented. Ms. Kovach motioned to 
approve the minutes.  Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   
 
Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 
closed. 
 
Council Committee Reports 
 
Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney reported that the 2022 Road Improvement 
Program began today.  Mr. Maloney complimented the Public Works Department for their great ball 
field maintenance (in spite of heavy rains) for the CSYA tournaments.   
 
Public Safety/Fire – Bob Sutton attended as president of the Castle Shannon Volunteer Fire 
Department and discussed the CSVFD Carnival planned for July 28th -July 30th.  Food trucks and 
bands are confirmed.  The Carnival Committee has acquired small games for children.  Annual car 
raffle ticket sales from residents are being received.  Drawing for the car raffle will occur on July 30th.  
Mr. Sutton thanked council for their support. 
 
Fire Chief Bill Reffner reported one basement fire and one cooking fire for July.  Mutual aid has 
worked out really well.  July 11th and 18th was inhouse training for accessible nozzles and pressures, 
and a surprise drill was completed on working apartment fires.  One member of the fire department 
completed 850 hours of officer and EMT training.  Another member completed 40 hours of HAZMAT 
training, and a third member 16 hours of rough rescue training.  Training continues through the 
Allegheny County Fire Academy in the north hills.  
 
Chief Truver stated that a school crossing guard retired in June, and he asked for approval of a new 
hire.  Ms. Kovach motioned to hire Robert Wolfe pending approval of a successful background check; 
Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Chief Truver announced a Crime Prevention Discussion presented by Deputy Sheriff Jason Tarap at 
the Community Library of Castle Shannon on August 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  The crime prevention tips will 
cover top 10 things stolen from vehicles.  Chief Truver advised all residents to keep their cars locked, 
remove all valuables, and use motion sensors lights and alarms.  
 
Finance – Mr. Swisher reviewed the check registers for July 7th, July 14th and July 22nd and had no 
further questions.  Mr. Astor motioned to approve the check registers for July.  Mr. Swisher seconded; 
all in favor; motion carried. 
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Community Activities/Planning and Codes – CSYA will hold their 4th Annual Golf Outing on 
October 1st at the Victory Hills Golf Course.  Registration is $85 per golfer.  More information is 
available on the CSYA Facebook page. 
 
ALCOSAN will hold an open house on September 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Save the date 
cards and information about sewage payment assistance for low-income residents is available at the 
municipal center.  This is a great informational event with lots of fun activities. 
 
Ms. Stringent gave an update on the streetscape project.  The contractor has completed demolition of 
sidewalks at the triangle area and is working towards Moonstones.  Work is being done on the lower 
portion of Willow for the next few weeks.  In two to three weeks, the contractor will move to the lower 
part of Castle Shannon Boulevard towards Route 88 for daytime work with one lane closure.  Turning 
lanes will be closed on Route 88.  All lane restrictions and new traffic patterns will be posted on social 
media.  There is no night work proposed at this time.  Ms. Stringent thanked Chief Truver for 
coordinating the project to allow for daytime work.             
 
MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann stated that MRTSA currently serves six communities in the south hills.  In 
the next few months, Brentwood Borough Council will be deciding on an emergency services provider.  
The old municipal building is being demolished which housed the Brentwood Emergency Medical 
Service. Two entities submitted proposals - MRTSA and Brentwood EMS.  One of the best reasons 
that MRTSA provides such excellent service is due to regionalization to share costs and resources.  
The proposal to Brentwood was a fee for service proposal instead of a membership. MRTSA is waiting 
for Brentwood Council’s decision.     
 
SHACOG – Mr. Oates reported that SHACOG held their annual golf outing in July, and board 
meetings will resume in August. 
 
Manager:  - Ms. Stringent presented Resolution #716 to request a Multimodal Transportation Fund 
grant of $365,000 from the Commonwealth Financing Authority for pedestrian sidewalk improvements 
to T stations on Sleepy Hollow, Killarney Bridge, and Smith Street Bridge.  The project would require 
a borough match of $154,350.  Mr. Maloney motioned to adopt Resolution #716.  Mr. Swisher 
seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Ms. Stringent received a request from Pittsburgh Regional Transit (formerly Port Authority Transit) to 
allow 24/7 construction for 24 consecutive days in the fall for a Guarded Rail Replacement project 
located around the Willow Avenue crossing.  Mr. Heckmann clarified that the work location is at the 
Baldwin Street/Canal Street/Willow Avenue crossing.  Ms. Kovach motioned to approve the work 
hour waiver request.  Mr. Oates seconded; all in favor; motion carried.  Ms. Stringent added that PRT 
will send communications to residents and businesses located within ½ mile of the crossing along with 
establishing a project webpage.  Chief Truver, Ms. Stringent and borough engineers will receive 
project updates, and information will be distributed to the community. 
 
Ms. Stringent stated the SHACOG Purchasing Alliance received one bid for rock salt – Cargill Inc. for 
$88.96 per ton.  Mr. Oates motioned to accept the rock salt bid and authorized the appropriate officials 
to execute the Articles of Agreement with Cargill Inc.  Mr. Maloney seconded; all in favor; motion 
carried. 
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MS4:  Ms. Stringent advised that the borough is waiting for permit approvals to start the pollution 
reduction plan on Saw Mill Run. 
 
Mayor:  Mayor Baumgarten reported on the Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association Conference held 
in Harrisburg.  Sessions included the state of volunteer fire departments; strategies for recruiting police 
officers; the economic outlook from a PNC representative who believes there will be no recession; a 
representative from the space command group for Apollo missions; and a former legislative leader who 
confirmed that a bill for local use of radar will not be approved. 
 
Public Comment:  Ms. Sandy Davies, owner of The Treasure Shack – reported that her business has 
been inconvenienced the most by the streetscape construction as most businesses were closed 1 ½ weeks.  
The contractor reportedly advised her to close due to inaccessibility.  The business has been closed for 
one month, and the sidewalks are still closed to pedestrians.  Parking is limited since the contractors are 
utilizing parking spots, and there is no parking on Castle Shannon Boulevard. Ms. Davies noted that 
other stores had ramps from their front doors to Willow Avenue.  Ms. Davies noted a loss of income of 
$1500 from last year’s quarterly income and asked for a time frame for when she can reopen her business.  
Mr. Heckmann responded that better updates to business owners will be forthcoming to enable them to 
educate their customers on available parking, entrances, etc.  Mr. Heckmann suggested that perhaps the 
bricks being mobilized in the parking spaces could be relocated.  Parking spaces are available on Willow 
Avenue, and Ms. Kovach noted that Park Avenue has available parking also.  Mr. Heckmann asked Ms. 
Davies for contact information to provide construction updates.        
 
No further comments were received; therefore, the public comment portion was closed.  
 
Other Business:  Nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Astor motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Swisher seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 
 
Approved as presented this 8th day of August 2022. 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 
Borough Manager     Council President 


