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CASTLE SHANNON BOROUGH 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 

August 22, 2022 

 

The following elected officials were present: M. Heckmann; B. Astor; N. Kovach; J. Maloney; W. Oates 

M. Randazzo; D. Baumgarten; E. O’Malley.  Council Member D. Swisher was absent.  The following 

appointed officials were present: K. Stringent, Borough Manager; D. Biondo, Solicitor; K. Truver; Police 

Chief; P. Vietmeier, Codes Official.   

 

Minutes:  The minutes of the August 8, 2022 council meeting were presented. Mr. Astor motioned to 

approve the minutes.  Ms. Randazzo seconded; all in favor; motion carried.   

 

Public Comment – Agenda Items:  No comments were received.  The public comment section was 

closed. 

 

Real Estate Tax Collector:  Ms. O’Malley will be in the office with both day and evening hours on 

August 31st for payments of Keystone Oaks real estate taxes. 

 

Council Committee Reports 

 

Public Relations/Communications – Mr. Heckmann reported that the initial paving portion of the 

2022 Road Improvement Program has concluded.  Ms. Stringent advised that the signage, yard 

restoration and line painting portion has yet to be completed. 

 

Pittsburgh Regional Transit (formerly Port Authority Transit) will start aesthetic improvements to the 

Willow/Overbrook Junction Station, Washington Junction, and the Castle Shannon Station on August 

29th.  Plans include removing and replacing concrete from platform edges and improvements to ADA 

pads and railings.   The project is expected to last six months with construction from Monday to Friday 

between the hours of 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  PRT sent a letter to residents in the construction vicinity 

which is posted on the borough’s website.  Questions about this project can be directed to borough 

administration or the PRT at 412-442-2000.   

 

Mr. Heckmann noted several comments on social media regarding sidewalks in the downtown area.  

Borough Council shares residents’ frustration with the delay in completion of the streetscape project; 

however, several factors have caused the delay.  First, there have been a number of scope 

enhancements with property owners for opportunities not included in the initial project, such as new 

cellar doors in the sidewalk area and new steps at Kimmie’s.   Secondly, utility depth and locations 

required re-engineering for light poles and tree pits.  Finally, private property concerns (a vacant 

basement under the sidewalk and a facade issue with a property owner) caused additional delays.  

Those conditions can be remedied, and these additional items included in the streetscape will enhance 

the overall project. 

 

Building & Grounds/Public Works – Mr. Maloney reported that the borough’s crack sealing 

machine needs repaired before the crew can proceed with this year’s project. 

 

The seasonal public works employees have returned to college. 
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Public Works plans to concentrate on sewer work until leaves start to fall. 

 

Mr. Maloney noted that yard restoration from street openings with PAWC are causing residential 

concerns.  As this is not a borough project, PAWC must schedule the restoration work.  Ms. Stringent 

noted that PAWC held a status meeting on the work in Castle Shannon, and she will follow up with 

their information.  If full restoration is not completed before winter, there will be a list of bare 

minimum repairs required. 

 

Public Safety/Fire – Chief Truver announced that Sgt. John Kiefer has been accepted to attend the 

284th session of the FBI National Academy from September 26th to December 8th.  This is a highly 

competitive process, and John was accepted based on his credentials and our recommendation and 

nomination.  The Castle Shannon Police Department is proud to have many graduates of this academy.   

 

Lt. Brian McKeown has been accepted by the Pennsylvania State Police to attend the 14th annual PSP 

Leadership Development Program from October 17th to November 4th.  This 3-week program held in 

Greensburg pairs 16 local police officers with 16 PA State Police supervisors/executives and is also 

highly competitive for access and admission.  Lt. McKeown was chosen based on his extensive 

credentials and education in addition to our recommendation and nomination.   

 

On August 23rd at 7:00 p.m., the police department along with Deputy Sheriff Jason Tarap will hold a 

Crime Prevention Discussion at the Community Library of Castle Shannon.  Primarily, discussions 

will center on locking your car and advice to thwart thieves. 

 

Keystone Oaks School District starts classes on August 29th.  Annual briefing with the crossing guards 

will occur on August 24th.   

 

Chief Truver was thrilled to report that PennDOT awarded Castle Shannon a $90,000 Automated Red-

Light Enforcement (ARLE) grant for Mt. Lebanon Blvd/Cooke Drive Pedestrian Safety Improvements.  

Cliff Eich of Trans & Associates authored the grant. 

 

Mr. Astor announced that Guardian Storage on Route 88 in Bethel Park will hold a free Shred-It Event 

on September 17th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

Finance – Check registers were provided to borough council.  Ms. Kovach noted a payment to the 

Castle Shannon Volunteer Fire Department.  Mr. Astor motioned to approve the August check 

registers.   Ms. Kovach seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 

 

Community Activities/Planning and Codes – Mr. Maloney announced that CSYA will hold their 4th 

Annual Golf Outing on October 1st at the Victory Hills Golf Course.  Registration is $85 per golfer.  

More information is available on the CSYA Facebook page. 

 

Ms. Kovach announced that on September 20th, a fundraising event for Watersheds of South Pittsburgh 

will be held at Mindful Brewing.  Rubber duckies will be sold for $20.00 each for a race at the Saw 

Mill Run Stream Clean-Up event on October 22nd.  The stream clean-up project will run from 9 a.m. to 

12 noon followed by the rubber ducky race in the creek. 

 

Mr. Heckmann stated that borough staff will be undertaking a parallel project to streetscape to 

reevaluate the parking permit system throughout the borough.  Currently, the borough has only a 
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residential permit system.  Enhancements to the downtown area are prompting a reevaluation of the 

basis for awarding parking permits in the downtown vicinity to allow for more patrons for local 

businesses.  Council will host a public meeting once parking recommendation changes are prepared. 

 

Library – Ms. Randazzo reported that the Board of Trustees will meet on September 1st. 

 

The summer reading program wrapped up with forty-eight adults participating. 

 

Friends of the Library Book Sale will be held September 15th to 17th.  Friends of the Library Flea 

Market is scheduled for October 8th from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

 

September is Love Your Library month. 

 

August 27th, the library will hold an Open Mic Night for comedians.  Children can perform from 4 p.m. 

to 6 p.m., and adults can take center stage from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

 

MRTSA – Mr. Heckmann reported MRTSA is one of two entities being considered as an ambulance 

service provider for Brentwood Borough. 

 

Mr. Heckmann announced that it is likely that MRTSA will be converting from a subscription service 

to a fee-based annual bill sent to each household address from a third-party billing service.  As the 

economics of COVID and insurance reimbursement rates migrate, the burden of cost has been shifted 

to the municipality to make up for membership subscription shortfalls.  It is anticipated that the annual 

fee will be the same or less than the current subscription rate.  The annual billing system will provide a 

sustainable way of funding ambulance service for residents.  Under the new system, individuals will 

not be billed by MRTSA for individual transports.  More information on this topic will be provided in 

future council meetings.   

 

SHACOG – Mr. Oates attended the board meeting at South Park Township.  Senator Devlin Robinson 

presented a $200,000 check for a SHACOG CIRT vehicle.   

 

Results of the recent police testing was also discussed.  There were a low number of participants and 

graduates. 

 

Mr. Oates plans to attend the next board meeting in Moon Township. 

 

Ms. Stringent announced that the annual SHACOG dinner will be held in Nevillewood Country Club 

on October 20th.  

 

ACBA – Ms. Kovach stated that the board will meet on September 1st. 

 

PSAB – Ms. Kovach announced that the PSAB Fall Leadership Conference will be held October 14th 

to 16th at the Wyndham in Gettysburg.  Attendees can get status updates on legislative measures that 

could impact your borough, meet with companies who have products and services that could make 

your borough more efficient, attend sessions that will motivate, challenge, and make you ask questions, 

and share ideas with other leaders from across the state. 
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Manager:  - Ms. Stringent requested council authorize the appointment of Robert Sutton to fulfill the 

unexpired term of David Calabria on the Uniform Construction Code Board of Appeals.  Mr. 

Heckmann noted that Mr. Sutton brings a wealth of experience and wisdom to the position.  Ms. 

Kovach motioned to appoint Mr. Sutton.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 

 

Mayor:  Mayor Baumgarten questioned the proposed annual billing for MRTSA and how the funds 

would be collected.  Mr. Heckmann answered that each address would receive an annual bill from a 

contracted billing agency. 

 

Keystone Oaks – Dr. Stropkaj met with Chief Truver, Mayor Baumgarten, and police chiefs from Green 

Tree and Dormont.  Dr. Stropkaj announced the hiring of Rob Porupsky as the school Police Officer.  

Ron will begin on September 12th.  Beth Padden is still at the high school/middle school campus.  Beth 

is armed.   

 

The district is looking into security guards at each elementary building for the main purpose of checking 

visitors in and out.  As of this meeting, these guards will probably be unarmed, but this is not to say in 

the future they are armed. 

 

All elementary schools will have a student arrival time of 8:30 a.m. and dismissal at 3:35 p.m. 

 

Ms. Stringent stated that council continues to seek a civic-minded junior or senior to serve as Junior 

Council Person for Castle Shannon Borough.  Ms. Kovach suggested posting a flyer at the library.  Ms. 

O’Malley suggested contacting Seton La-Salle for a student. 

 

Public Comment:  John Brown, 3181 Home Avenue – reported that a neighbor with an R-1 single 

family residential dwelling is renting rooms out to individuals.  Mr. Heckmann thanked Mr. Brown for 

his concerns and stated that council was recently made aware of this situation and is reviewing the zoning 

ordinance. 

 

Bryan Gigliotti, 3545 Poplar Avenue – provided council will flyers regarding information for the 

CSYA 2022 Golf Outing.  In 2023, the venue will be changed to Butler’s golf course.  Ms. Kovach 

suggested partnering with the Castle Shannon Revitalization Corporation (as a non-profit) to seek 

corporate sponsors.  

 

The CSYA fall season starts after Labor Day with four softball and four baseball team.  CSYA has 

experienced a high number of registrations.  A Pumpkin Smash tournament is being planned for the 

week of October 16th with both boys and girls.  

 

Mr. Gigliotti stated that CSYA coaches and team players would like to participate in the fall stream 

clean-up community project.  Ms. Kovach stated that young attendees do not enter into the stream and 

work the edges.   

 

Mr. Gigliotti added that he appreciates council’s annual financial support of CSYA with a line item in 

the budget. 

 

As the director of the Summer Recreation Program, Mr. Gigliotti stated the 2022 program was a good 

success, and positive feedback was received from participants and parents.  Due to the Six Parks Plus 

Master Plan, scheduling for 2023 is being reviewed to determine the best location for the program.     
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Speaking as a resident, Mr. Gigliotti stated that he believes that social media is an underutilized tool for 

distributing borough information.  He advised that the opening for a Junior Council Person could be 

posted on Peachjar through the school district, and he will distribute information to his CSYA contacts 

regarding the position.  Ms. Stringent advised that the borough is working on a global comprehensive 

plan for information distribution for social media, newsletter, and website.  Council has recently hired a 

Community Engagement Coordinator to help launch information for additional transparency.   

 

Other Business:  Nothing to report. 

 

Ms. Kovach motioned to adjourn.  Mr. Astor seconded; all in favor; motion carried. 

 

Approved as presented this 12th day of September 2022. 

 

 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 

Katie M. Stringent     Mark J. Heckmann 

Borough Manager     Council President 


